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| Shall Catawha College Live? 

HE General Synod has given its full and hearty Catawba College is a child of the Reformed Church. 
approval for the raising of $125,000—an It was born out of a felt need for Christian culture 
absolute necessity to the very life of our among our people in the Southland. How can we 

i! Catawba College. The Executive Committee of Gen- help it so as to enable it to attain to its fullest 
eral Synod has also voiced its unanimous support of Pees ae Charchiswill all his 
this vitally important undertaking. April 15th to ere ely Ors COUT CA WL Dok, aplow® tis 
May 30th is the period officially fixed for a short opportunity to pass without improving it and thus 
canvass among the members of our Church, living secure the permanency of a College that has every 
east of Ohio. No other appeal for special funds promise of great influence upon the coming genera- 
should be made to any pastor or Consistory during tions in North Carolina. The honor of our arch. 
this time. The right of way belongs to Catawba the loyalty of our pastors and members, and the future 
College. Every Board and institution should gladly of our Catawba College and constituency in the South 
give free sway to President Hoke and his helpers so are at stake. God grant that we may heed this call 
that the Campaign now in progress will ultimate in a and meet its challenge! 

complete moral triumph. I use the word “moral”, 

for the actions of General Synod are certainly of a ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, 

| solemn and binding character. . President of the General Synod. 
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Join the Reformed Church Church Fellowship Tour (July 5 
to August 4) to the World’s Sunday School Convention, Los Angeles, 
| California. Don’t miss this great opportunity. 
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| SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

iI One of the wonder cities on the great “Fellowship Tour” of PIKE’S PEAK AVE., COLORADO SPRINGS 

Reformed Chureh Folks Another of the great scenic attractions on the “Fellowship Tour” 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


A PUPIL-CENTERED VACATION 
SCHOOL PROGRAM 


(This discussion was prepared by Rev. 
Alfred Nevin Sayres, pastor of St. John’s 
Reformed Church, Lansdale, Pa. The 
paper was read by Mr. Sayres at the Mis- 
sionary and Workers’ Conference held at 
the Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa.) 


In order that we may have clearly be- 
fore us some of the essential elements that 
underlie this duscussion, it may be advis- 
able, first of all, to attempt a definition of 
the pupil-centered principle in religious 
education. 

I. Definition of the Pupil-Centered Prin- 
ciple 

By a pupil-centered program of religious 
education we mean a program of which the 
form, the method and the content are de- 
termined with reference to the interests 
and experiences of the pupils. As the 
term suggests, the child is the central in- 
terest and all the elements of the pro- 
gram are chosen in relation to his needs. 

1. Such a program will be, first of all, 
experimental in content. The child’s ex- 
perience will be the learning process. This 
sort of program makes earnest with the 
old slogan, ‘‘ Experience is the best teach- 
er.’’?’ The curriculum will be related to 
all the common experiences of the child, 
and the quality of these experiences will 
determine the quality of the child’s edu- 
eation. George A. Coe is authority for the 
statement that ‘‘the curriculum is the sum 
total of the child’s experiences.’’ This is 
another way of saying, as we said above, 
that ‘‘the child’s experience is the learn- 
ing process.’’ In what it sees and hears, 
in what it says and does, in the emotions 
it feels and the attitudes it assumes, the 
child is learning. Accordingly, a pupil- 
centered program is one that aims to pro- 
vide experiences that are calculated to 
issue in the development of Christian char- 
acter and the unfolding of Christ-like per- 
sonality. The educational program must 
not’ be something apart from the common 
experience of the child, but it must be a 
vital part of his experience and intimately 
related to all parts of his experience. His 
interests and the various elements of the 
educational program must touch one an- 
other in a very real way. His interests de- 
termine the nature of all the activities, 
physical and mental and social, involved 
in the program of his religious education. 
The program must touch him where he 
lives... It should have consequences in his 
conduct at home, in the schoolroom, on 
the. playground, at work—in short, wher- 
ever he lives and in whatever he does. 

2. Secondly, a pupil-centered program is 
democratic in method. We said above that 
the. quality of the child’s experience de- 
termines the quality of his education, and, 
of ;course, the result in character. It is 
obvious then that we want to control the 
experience with a view to the best possible 
results. But the most effective control 
with reference to character is self-control. 
Charaeter development is largely a matter 
of the development of the will, The hu- 
man’ will does not grow under enforced ac- 
tion: It grows by use. Accordingly, a 
pupil-eentered program provides for the 
pupil to share in the control of his experi- 
ence, that is, in the planning and execu- 
tion of his activities. You will notice 
that I say ‘‘to share in the control.’’ For 
the pupils themselves to determine their 
activities independently of a teacher’s 
guidance is almost as undemocratic as for 
the teacher to determine everything for 
them. Teacher and pupils alike are mutu- 
ally engaged in the educational enterprise. 
When that-énterprise is a democratic one, 
the teacher is not ruled out, but is vested 
with a new sort of authority. the authority 
of wisdom and experience. In a word, the 
pupil-centered program is one whose de- 
velopment is shared by the pupils them- 
selves. 


3. Such a program is also flexible in 
form. It cannot be rigidly outlined with 
stakes driven here and there and there, 
but must make allowance for two factors— 
wide variations between individual pupils 
and constant changes within each indi- 
vidual. A pupil-centered program develops 
with the pupils. It is adaptable. As new 
interests awaken in the minds of the pupil 
and new capacities unfold and new visions 
are perceived, the program is modified to 
fit such developments. Being experimental 
in content and democratic in method, it 
must necessarily be flexible in form. No 
fixed completely arranged program could 
be truly experimental and democratic. 
Some very definite purposes should be laid 
out in advance, but the program itself 
must in large measure shape itself as it 
goes along. 


(To be continued next week) 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 

Following the Easter season the Home 
settled down to its usual quiet life. How- 
ever, the Home office has been exception- 
ally busy. The ‘‘Phoebe Home Messen- 
ger’’ has come from the press and was de- 
livered at the Home. There are 31,000 
copies of the paper in this issue and it goes 
into all the parishes of our Church through- 
out the Eastern Synod. Nearly all the 
Churches are getting this paper and dis- 
tributing it among their people. In those 
Churches where a parish paper is published, 
and there are many of them, the ‘‘ Messen- 
ger’’ is distributed with the local parish 
paper. In other cases it is distributed 
mainly at Sunday Schools and Churches, 
usually after the services as the people 
leave the building. 

No sooner was the ‘‘Messenger’’ dis- 
posed of than a supply of 50,000 special 
envelopes for use in Churches and Sunday 
School on Mother’s Day arrived. 


Last year 30,000 of them were called 
for and used and from present indications 
it is likely that our entire supply may be 
called for this year. Last year many 
Churches gave their Mother’s Day special 
offerings to the Mississippi flood sufferers. 
Fortunately there is no such calamity con- 
fronting us this year, and that will enable 
our Churches and Sunday Schools to give 
united support on Mother’s Day to the 
Home. We should come very close this 
year to a one hundred per cent participa- 
tion in the Mother’s Day offering for 
Phoebe Home. 


ECCLESIASTICAL COLORS 


(Reprint from an article that appeared 
some years ago in the ‘‘Messenger,’’ and 
now given in response to a number of re- 
quests.) 

The four colors used in the four chief 
seasons of the Church Year are White, 
Violet (Purple), Red and Green. Black is 
used but once, on Good Friday, though 
some use it at funerals. 

WHITE is the symbol of purity and 


chastity, and is used at Christmas and - 


through the Epiphany season, on Ascension 
Day and Trinity Sunday. ‘‘Signifying 
the ‘Spotless Lamb of God’ and the fine 
linen, pure and white, with which the 
saints are clothed.’’ It is also used on 
All Saints’ Day, and the festival of the 
dedication of a Church. 

VIOLET or PURPLE is the emblem of 
penitence and mourning and is used during 
the Advent season—which is sometimes 
called a little Lent. Also on Septuagesima 
Sunday and through the Lenten season. 
This color is also appropriate for funerals. 

RED, the emblem of blood and fire, is 
the color for Pentecost or Whitsunday, to 
typify the fiery tongues. When the feast 
days of the martyrs are observed, this 
color is appropriate. 
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GREEN is the symbol of life, hope and 
peace, and is used throughout the Trinity 
season, 

The use of these colors by the Christian 
Church seems to have been determined 
very largely by the usages of the ancient 
Jewish Temple and Tabernacle. 

Grouping the seasons and their appro- 
priate colors, we have:— 

The Advent season—Violet. 

Christmas and Epiphany season—White, 

Septuagesima and the Lenten season— 
Violet. 

Good Friday—Black. 

Easter and its season—White. 

Ascension Day—White. 

Pentecost—Red. 

Trinity Sunday—White. 

The Trinity season—Green. 

Reformation Day and the Feasts of the 
Martyrs—Red. 


If you are really interested; clip this at 
once, and paste it in your copy of the 
Church Hymnal for future reference. 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt. 


(For fuller details as to symbolism, ete., 
see, an excellent article by the Rev. C. D. 
Rockel, ‘‘The Meaning of the Altar 
Cloths,’’ in the ‘‘Messenger’’ of April 7th, 
1927.) 


AN ADVENTURE IN INTERNATIONAL 
GOODWILL FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL 
BAGS FOR THE CHILDREN 
OF MEXICO 


Mrs, Jeannette W. Emrich 


An American visiting a government pri- 
mary school in a Mexican village men- 
tioned the Friendship School Bags. At 
once the teacher’s face lighted up. ‘All 
Mexico,’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘is awaiting the 
coming of the ‘Friendly’ School Bags from 
America. But our school is so small and 
so far from Mexico City,’’ he added sadly, 
‘‘that I fear we may not receive any. Do 
you think that perhaps just one bag might — 
reach us??? ; 

_ Expectation is already keen in the hearts 

of many children in that country. Old 
barriers of reserve are breaking down, An 
unprecedented opportunity is opened for 
fuller understanding and esteem between 
America and Mexico. 

This adventure in goodwill with Mexico 
is the second project of the Committee on 
World Friendship Among Children. The 
first project, which dealt with Japan and 
was developed about the Doll Messengers 
of Friendship, aroused enthusiasm and re- 
sponse beyond the dream of the sponsors. 

This project centers upon the sending 
of Friendship School Bags to the younger 
children of Mexico. School bags were 
chosen for the expression of friendliness 
because of the great movement in that land 
for popular education. The bags, which 
are durable, in three colors, and beautifully 
embossed, may be obtained from the Com- 
mittee, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 
Classes, groups or individuals may fill them _ 
with serviceable and appropriate gifts hay- 
ing some connection with school life.; The 
bags are being sent to the Department of 
Education in Mexico City for distribution - 
among the primary school children on 
Mexico’s Independence Day, Sept. 16. 
Some have already arrived, and Dr. Mog 
Saenz in acknowledgment writes that the 
Department is ‘‘thrilled’’ with this evi- 
dence of the friendliness of the Ameriean 
children. | 3 

A letter of introduction is included in 
each Friendship School Bag. Pictures also 


are included of two of the great Mexican — 


heroes and of Washington and Lincoln, and 
also of Lindberg, who is to the children 
of Mexico the embodiment of America’s 
spirit of goodwill. 


Thousands of letters 
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telling of school life and recreation and __ 
. r 


pastimes will be exchanged, linking the 
children of the two nations in friendship 


(Continued on page 23) 
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EDITORIAL 


IMPERISHABLE RELIGION 


The importance of statistics may often be over-estimated, 
but no man in his senses doubts that they have great value. 
It is encouraging to note how general are the favorable 
reactions found in the secular press to the statistics pub- 
lished last week, which show that the Churches in the 
United States gained 573,000 communicants during 1927, 
and that their total enrollment was 48,594,163. Thus the 
increase was almost 100,000 persons greater than the in- 
crease of 1926, and with hardly an exception the great 
religious denominations show a real growth for the year. 
The census also discloses that consolidation of Churches 
has somewhat decreased the number which is now 235,- 
991, or 1470 less than in 1926. There are also about 
1500 less ministers, the number now standing at 217,204. 
The evidence in hand shows that approximately half the 
population in America have membership in religious insti- 
tutions, and we believe it is correct to say that when the 
children in the homes of Church members and the attend- 
ants upon Church service are added, religion is making 
its claim upon at least two-thirds of the populations, and as 
The New York Times adds: “It is exerting an unescapable 
influence upon the entire population; with all its worldly 
interests, America is religious-minded. It is, therefore, 
an inspiriting census that confirms the oft-quoted remark 
of Sabatier as to man’s ‘incurably religious’ nature. No 
Freudian teaching will eradicate it. Science will never 
fully satisfy it. Individual human achievements cannot 
compass the highest ends without it. Even the credit 
which business is built upon is ‘only possible under moral 
and religious conditions.’ And race survival is conceiv- 
able only under its inspiration and guidance.” 

Surely God is not leaving himself without witness in 
these days. Whenever we are inclined to be discouraged 
over the gigantic obstacles in the way of spiritual work, 
such facts as these with regard to the Church of our own 
day should bring new heart of hope. In this connection 
it is helpful to, remind ourselves of the fine statement 
made by Mr. Roger Babson in one of his recent bulletins. 
It is as follows: 

“Charles P. Steinmetz, who was unanimously recog- 
nized by the General Electric Company and other great 
similar organizations as the world’s foremost electrical 
engineer, was once visiting my home. While talking over 
with him prospective future inventions in connection with 
radio, aeronautics, power transmission, etc., I asked him: 


‘What line of research will see the greatest development 
during the next fifty years?’ After careful thought, he 
replied: ‘Mr. Babson, I think the greatest discovery will 
be made along spiritual lines. Here is a force which his- 
tory clearly teaches has been the greatest power in the 
development of men and history. Yet we have merely been 
playing with it and have never seriously studied it as we 
have the physical forces. Some day people will learn 
that material things do not bring happiness and are of 
little use in making men and women creative and power- 
ful. Then the scientists of the world will turn their 
laboratories over to the study of God and prayer and the 
spiritual forces which as yet have hardly been scratched. 
When this day comes, the world will see more advance- 
ment in one generation than it has seen in the past four.’ ” 


This might well be made the starting-point for a pro- 
phetic utterance in many a pulpit. 
La 


“WHEN MORNING GILDS THE SKIES” 


Dr. Philip Schaff declared in Julian’s “Dictionary of 
Hymnology”’ that “there cannot be less than 100,000 Ger- 
man hymns, nearly 1,000 of which are classical and im- 
mortal.” Certainly among the best-known of these is the 
hymn of unknown authorship, published at Wurzburg in 
1828, under the title, “Beim Fruehen Morgenlicht.” This 
is one of the most popular hymns translated into English 
by Edward Caswall and generally sung to the tune Laudes 
Domini, by Joseph Barnby. It was originally in 14 stan- 
zas, and the spirited refrain at the end of each triplet of 
lines, “May Jesus Christ be praised!’, suggested to Dr. 
C. S. Robinson the title of one of the most popular 
Hymnals, “Laudes Domini,” where it appears as the open- 
ing hymn. Dr. Robinson says of it: “The compiler of 
this book would like to say once for all that the aim of 
the entire work could not better be indicated than it is in 
the single line, “May Jesus Christ be praised!” Pliny 
gave it as the single characteristic of the Christians of this 
day, that they were wont to assemble early in the morn- 
ing and evening and sing alternately among themselves a 
hymn of praise to Christ as God.” 

What more fitting thing could we do? What prayer 
of the heart could constitute a more Christian doxology? 
As we study this Memory Hymn for May, let us search 
our own lives to see if this is the prayer of our hearts 
and not only of our lips, “May Jesus Christ be praised!” 
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FOR BETTER TEAMWORK 


In a recent editorial the MESSENGER called attention to 
the lack of teamwork between the congregation and the 


Church School which is so obvious at some places and 
which, according to numerous complaints, has wrought 
no little damage. We called for constructive suggestions 
and asked: “Is some sort of reconstruction necessary in 
the form of worship in the sanctuary, or is it the Church 
School that needs to be changed?” We have received 


several communications in answer to this query and quote 


herewith two typical letters, showing the opposite points. 


of view. 

A prominent layman who lives up North writes as fol- 
lews: “Would it not be worth trying for our preachers 
to include a little more real Bible study in their sermons 
and see if the Bible Class enthusiasts would not attend 
the Church services in larger numbers? I confess I am 
‘a Sunday School official,’ but before I ever attended a 
Sunday School I had been deacon and elder and supported 
the Church service in the best way I knew how. Even 
now I am ever ready to tell my Sunday School folks to 
stay away from the School and go to Church, if they have 
no time and inclination to attend both. But in my own 
heart I believe that the present day Bible Class supplies a 
need that many people seek in vain to satisfy at the ‘wor- 
ship period. Too many ministers do not minister the 
Word any more. They do not select a Bible passage for 
its hidden beauties, that might so wonderfully be revealed 
for its fountain of wisdom and which they might open 
up for the eager seekers after truth. So often a Bible 
verse is selected only to be a convenient and traditional 
opening for a ‘topic—and during the entire sermon the 
verse is not mentioned again. Are we not told again and 
again that Jesus went about ‘teaching,’ and was it not His 
custom, to read a passage of the Scripture in the synagogue 
and then explain its meaning? Would it not be well for 
preachers in ther humble way to follow this method? A 
reconstruction which would mean a return to this form 
of worship might prove very helpful. Just as soon as a 
preacher’s sermon begins to bring out the hidden or over- 
looked or forgotten truths of a Bible passage, his hearers 
become interested and invariably they will come back for 
more. Herein is, I believe, after careful observance, the 
reason why a good Bible Class teacher usually has a con- 
siderable following, and why quite a number are substi- 
tuting the Bible Class for the worship period in the 
Church.” 

On the other hand an. active worker, residing to the 
South of us, looks at it this way: “Many are showing a 
preference for the Sunday School over the Church serv- 
ice because of the entertainment features involved. Folks 
in America today are not in love with serious thinking; 
they prefer something which promises a reasonably ‘good 
time,’ and by that they usually mean something which does 
not make them think too much. The Church School with 
its orchestra, its livelier music, its entertainments and. 
picnics, and sometimes the ‘pep’ and ‘go-getter’ methods 
of working up attendance and developing an esprit de 
corps, has it all over the more stately and dignified wor- 
ship period of the congregation. There is probably much 
serious and helpful work done in the Bible Classes of 
our time, but as one who has travelled around the coun- 
try quite a bit and attended a good many different Sun- 
day Schools, I fear I do not feel as optimistic as I should 
about the high quality of the average teaching period. 
It seems to me that the considerable part of the time is 
consumed on petty and trivial matters, and very little 
progress is made in many places in deepening the knowl- 
edge of the Word of God.” 

These letters are probably of equal sincerity, and they 
provide an-indication of the varying points of view. You 
will probably say that neither of them furnishes a correct 
picture of your own congregation and Church School. We 


other side but rather in realizing the common task and 
rcmoving the defects on both sides. We are thankful to 
believe that there are many congregations and Church 
Schools today which co-operate in a beautiful way, sup- 
plementing each other’s work with a spirit at once con- 
structive and self-denying. 

ae 


THE DUTY OF THE HOUR 


In his straightforward message on the cover page, the 
President of our General Synod is summoning the Re- 
formed Church in the U. S. to the supreme duty of the 
hour. As a denomination, we have a specific task set for’ 
us in the few weeks until May 30. It will mean much for 
us if we heed this call; it will be truly disastrous if we 
fail. There has long been an agitation throughout our 
denomination against the multiplicity and duplication of 
campaigns. In fact, one of the urgent reasons for the 
appointment of an Executive Committee of General Synod 
was that all such special efforts should be allocated in an 
official way and that other causes should step aside while 
the one thus designated has the right of way. 

The urgent needs of Catawba College constitute, there- 
fore, a real test of the efficiency of the Church in meeting 
the conditions we have thus accepted We are not exagger- 
ating when we say that during this brief period the claims. 
of Catawba should stand absolutely first in the heart of 
the Church. All intensive campaigning in behalf of other 
institutions, Boards or agencies should cease during these 
weeks, and all of us should concentrate on Catawba. If - 
you have visited this institution and noted its simply amaz- 
ing progress since the decisive action of the Church at 
the General Synod in Hickory, you certainly cannot fail 
to join in fervent prayer for the success of this movement. 
Whether you have been privileged personally to visit Salis- 
bury, N. C., or not, you should be glad to give sacrificially 
in order to meet this challenge, and to meet it now. By 
May 30th every penny of this small sum of $125,000 
should be provided for. It is our chance to make good 
on the promise of General Synod to this College of which 
we are so justly proud. What will you do to help? 

ee 


A BOOK OF “TEXTS” 


In one of his recent trenchant articles our friend, Dr. 
Hubert C. Herring, warns preachers not to read the new 
book entitled “Preaching Values in New Translations of 
the New Testament.” This book is by Dr. Halford E. 
Luccock, contributing editor of the Christian Advocates, 
who has recently been called to Yale to teach the Divinity 
School students how to preach, in succession to Dr. 
Charles R. Brown. Now Dr. Herring’s argument runs 
this way: “Dr. Luccock’s book is too interesting. Preach- 
ers should confine themselves to stupid books. There is 
less temptation to steal.” 


Of course this warning is not intended to be taken seri- 
ously; it is meant to stimulate interest in a book that is 
full of “texts that crackle and sparkle” and literally “leap 
at you, each begging a sermon;” a book, in short, that 
illustrates the power which the new versions put into the 
hands of the preacher. It is “the pith and tang” of Dr. 
Luccock’s comments which make it a treasure-house for 
those who preach. But there is nothing “cheaply sensa- 
tional” about these texts, insists Dr. Herring; “they are 
sensational, but then the Bible is that!’ 
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“ON CLAIMING OTTERBEIN” 


On Mar. 22 an editorial under this title appeared in 
the Messencer. It called forth a reply in the Religious 
Telescope, which is printed in this issue. It is so fair 
and brotherly a statement that comment is scarcely neces- 
sary. Indeed, it reveals the sort of spirit which makes 


us feel that no possible fellowship with such good Christ- 
avoided on both sides. There is plenty of room for im- ians as Dr. Snyder and those he represents, which the — 

provement, and the teamwork which is needed should not future might hold in store, could be too close to suit ; 
consist primarily in pointing out the weak spots on the us. a 


prefer to say that they point out defects which are to be 
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“ANGLO-AMERICAN PREACHING” 


That alert and versatile young pastor of our Church; 
the Rev. Hobart D. McKeehan, of Huntingdon, Pa., 
whose previous volumes have won much acclaim from re- 
ligious leaders in Europe as well as America, has done an- 
other fine thing in editing a volume of sermons just pub- 
lished by Harper and Brothers, entitled “Anglo-American 
Preaching.” 
deserve a wide reading on both sides of the sea. The 
authors include Dean Inge, George A. Gordon, Bishop 
Henson, Joseph Fort Newton, Bishop Barnes, Newell 
Dwight Hillis, Canon Storr, Lynn Harold Hough, Ley- 
ton Richards and Fredk. F. Shannon. Mr. McKeehan 
contributes an illuminating estimate of each of these major 
prophets of our time, and in a rewarding introduction on 
“Preaching Today” declares that “there has never been 
an age blessed with such an abundance of great preaching 
as the present.” He considers British preachers, on the 
whole, more studious, more Biblical and expository in 
method, and more polished in their productions; while 
American preachers are, in his judgment, more adven- 
turous, less bound by custom and tradition, and superior 
in pulpit delivery. On both sides of the Atlantic he finds 
the living princes of the pulpit gathering about Christ and 
His Cross; it is a common loyalty to the personality and 
principles of Jesus which underlies all the best contempor- 
ary preaching. Nowhere save in Him Who is both Leader 
and Lord can we find a solution for the supreme prob- 
lems challenging civilization today—the problem of war, 
of economic justice, of cultural advance and, above all, 
of spiritual redemption and salvation To all thoughtful 
readers we commend a careful study of these outstanding 
examples of pulpit craftsmanship in what Mr. McKeehan 
calls “the finest of the fine arts.” (Harper’s, 216 pages, 
$1.75.) 
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A French scholar is quoted as saying: “America is put- 
ting the material above the mental, the mass above the man, 
quantity above quality.” Is this true? We as a nation 
may be wrestling with and uplifting the material so that 
the mental and even the spiritual appear to be subordinate ; 
nevertheless, there is an increasing of the mental and 
spiritual into the whole fabric of our material output, that 
transforms it into something new or different from the 
ancient materials which were once the chief product of the 
shop and the mill. Big Business is saying to the world, 
“‘We serve, therefore we grow.” After all, is not that the 
practical application of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and its 
attendant results ? —A.M.S. 


Here are some homiletical classics, which. 
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THE PARABLE OF LANGUAGE 


I sojourned in the land of Egypt, and one of mine own 
countrymen inquired of me, saying, Dost thou understand 
the Language of the Egyptians? 

And I answered him, saying, It is written in the Holy 
Bible that when the Children of Israel were in Egypt, 
Jehovah their God heard then a language which He under- 
stood not; and in the presence of such an admission a 
man should be modest about his Linguistic Knowledge. 

And he said, There hath been time to learn since then. 

And I said, Yea, and some things have been learned. 
What good came to the world through the Crimean War? 
None, so far as I know, but Florence Nightingale. And 
what good came of the slaughter of an hundred and fifty 
and six thousand brave British lads who died at Galli- 
poli to drive the Turk from Europe? None, so far as I 
know save to seat the Turk more securely than before on 
both sides of the Bosphorus. And what good came of 
Napoleon’s famous Battle of the Pyramids, when he said 
unto his men, Forty centuries look down upon you? None, 
so far as I know, save the discovery of the Rosetta Stone, 
that doth enable us to read the language of the ancient 
Egyptians. 

And he said, Is it worth reading? 

And I replied, The same question might be asked of 
very nearly everything that people read. The Egyptians 
wrote what they thought worth reading; we write mainly 
what we know is not worth writing. 

And he said, Would it be well for men to grow up in 
ignorance because they will read trash? 

And I said, The ability to read either the ancient ‘Egypt- 
ian or the speech of our own land is no guaranty against 
ignorance. The most ignorant folk I know read three 
novels a week—and the scandals in the newspapers besides. 
But in the old days in Egypt they tried to write what they 
believed was good and worth reading. For they thus 
wrote that there are forty and two sins, lying and theft 
and violence and lust and impiety in all their various forms, 
and that he who would abjure these was beloved of the 
gods, and honored of his fellow men, and mourned by his 
family, and had the promise of Eternal Life. 


And he said, That was fine. 
And I said, That is good reading, and worth some study 
in Language. 


A Pilgrimage to Paraguay 


JOHN R. SCOTFORD, 459 East 123rd Street, Cleveland, O. 


The persistence of a friend, the desire 
to see a backward country, and curiosity 
eoncerning the migration of the Menno- 
nites from Canada to this remote portion 
of South America led us to undertake the 
trip into Paraguay. From Buenos Aires 
it is four days up the river to Asuncion 
and three days down again. Travelling on 
a river boat proved an unexpected joy, 
both as to comfort and for the contact 
with South American life which it afford- 
ed. 

Paraguay is the most remote of the 
South American countries, and has been 
commonly regarded as the most back- 
ward. Asuncion, the eapitol, lacks tele- 
phones, city water, and sewage facilities. 
The streets are paved with the roughest 
of cobblestones, but are suprisingly clean. 
On the other hand, we did not see a single 
beggar in Paraguay, the opportunities to 
buy lottery tickets were not so abundant 
as usual, and the streets of Asuncion were 


over-run with children going to school in 
white smocks. By presidential edict, liquor 
cannot be sold from seven o’elock on Sat- 
urday night until Monday morning. Para- 
guay is not hopeless. 

The history of the country is even more 
strange than that of other South Ameri- 
ean republics. Indepedence came in 1811. 
Francia ruled as dictator from 1816 until 
1840. He avoided all contact with other 
countries, and taught the Paraguayans that 
they were the most civilized nation in the 
world! Following him the older and 
younger Lopez governed the country until 
1870. The younger Lopez desired to be a 
South American Napoleon, involving Para- 
guay in a disastrous war with Argentina, 
Uruguay and Brazil. After five years of 
bloody warfare, Paraguay was conquered 
and the dictator shot. Her adult male 
population was practically exterminated 
by the war. 

From 1870 until quite recently the his- 


tory of Paraguay is marked by a series of 
revolutions. In fifty years only one presi- 
dent completed his term of office. Many 
of these political turn-overs were quite 
bloodless. On several occasions the presi- 
dent was pulled out of bed in the middle 
of the night and handed a resignation to 
sign. The introduction of machine guns 
has rendered revolutions more expensive 
and less desirable. 

For the last five years there have been 
no revolutions in Paraguay. Dr. Eligio 
Ayala beeame president in August of 1923 
in a peaceable manner, and will close his 
term this coming August in the same fash- 
ion. Unfortunately, in this case, the con- 
stitution forbids consecutive terms for the 
president. Dr, Ayala received much of his 
training in Germany. He has balanced his 
budget, keeping a small surplus in the 
treasury from year to year, and has given 
the country one of the most honest ad- 
ministrations that any South American 
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PARAGUAY OX-CART 
(Six oxen made necessary by the state of the roads to draw this big load of 
cabbages) 


country has known. Whether the country 
has been cured of the revolutionary habit 
remains to be seen. One great influence 
making for peace and order is the intro- 
duction of the motorbus, known in Latin 
America as the ‘‘camion.’’ These convey- 
ances reach a surprising number of points 
in the interior over fearful and wonderful 
roads. Improved means of communication 
render it increasingly difficult for a revo- 
lutionary movement to gain any headway. 
There may be another revolution or two, 
but the habit is probably broken. 

Paraguay’s problems grow out of her 
history. The dictatorships and revolutions 
have greatly reduced the number and 
power of the ‘‘old families,’’ which con- 
trol most of the South American countries. 
The Paraguayans are an almost perfect 
blend of Indian and Spanish blood. 

At the end of the war in 1870 there are 
said to.have been eight women to one man 
in Paraguay. By some curious freak of 
nature more girls than boys are being born 
in a land already over-stocked with women. 
the excess of women over men badly 
shattered a moral standing already rickety. 
This situation has produced some interest- 
ing by-products. The girls of the better 
class are probably more closely chaperoned 
than in any other Latin-American country. 
The lower-class women have learned to 
take care of themselves and to ask few 
odds of life. In the markets they do the 
trading, and on the streets they may be 
seen distributing milk. It is said that they 
like babies, but do not care for husbands— 
one reason being that husbands sometimes 
have to be supported. Because of the rela- 
tive scarcity of men, the women are con- 
tent with the attentions of one man. The 
little dark women of Asuncion rather ap- 
peal to one’s sympathy as they go about 
their tasks. There were no evidences 
whatever of open immorality. 

The war also had a disastrous effect up- 
on the Church. It was my privilege to 
meet the Catholic bishop of Paraguay, a 
genial native of the country, who has 
served as its religious head for thirty-two 
years. He freely stated that while the 
country was nominally Catholie that most 
of the people, particularly the men, were 
indifferent to religion. He accounted for 


the situation by the extermination of the 
priesthood during the war, and the im- 
possibility of using foreign priests, because 
most of the people speak the Indian 
language, which is exceedingly difficult 
for an outsider to learn. A visit to the 
cathedral on Sunday morning revealed a 
congregation about ninety-eight per cent 
feminine. The bishop himself was seated 
on the back pew thumbing a prayer-book, 
helping to swell the representation of his 
sex. A padre with whom I spoke explained 
that there was no effective religious motive 
in the lives of the people, and that educa- 
tion rendered the situation worse rather 
than better. 

American influence in Paraguay meets 
one in many ways, and has almost always 
been helpful to the country. The students 
who have gone from Paraguay to study 
in the States have usually proven leaders 
on their return. <A glowing instance of 
this is the man now in charge of the govy- 
ernment department of agriculture. The 
government is contributing towards the 
expenses of a number of such students at 
present. 

The Colegio Internacional, maintained 
by the Disciples Church at Asuncion, is a 
shining example of unsectarian, but thor- 
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oughly Christian education. The aim is 
not to proselyte from the Roman Church, 
but to give a Christian training to Para- 
guayan young people and then allow them 
to work out the implications of that train- 
ing for themselves. Although but eight 
years old, it has greatly influenced both 
the public and parochial schools of the 
country. 

The American minister to Paraguay, 
George Kreeck, of Lawrence, Kans., has 
proven himself thoroughly ‘‘simpatico’’ 
with the Paraguayans. He has made 
friends in all parts of the country and 
among all groups and classes. He has 
demonstrated what a diplomat who posses- 
ses common sense and a real liking for peo- 
ple can do to promote good will. 

The most recent sign of progress in 
Paraguay has been the advent of the Men- 
nonites, who are migrating from Canada 
because of the discriminations which they 
experienced during and after the war. 
These people have wandered over the earth 
for many years seeking a refuge where 
they can live their lives in their own way 
without being called upon to participate in 
warfare. Paraguay has promised to leave 
them in perpetual peace, and they are 
settling on a remote tract of land. There 
have been blunders and mistakes in con- 
nection with the migration, some of them 
due to the stubborn persistence of the 
Mennonites in their habits of the past. 
The manner of life which is healthful in 
northern Canada is hardly suited to the 
Paraguyan wilderness. 
deaths and the return of a few disgruntled 
souls to Canada, the migration appears to 
be a success. The land is proving fertile, 
the Mennonites are exceedingly industri- 
ous, and it looks as though they would at- 
tain their ambition—a place where they 
can live in reasonable comfort without ex- 
ternal molestation. Incidentally they will 
introduce into Paraguay certain needed 
crops, and a wholesome example of religi- 
ous sincerity and personal industry. 


-If Paraguay is indeed the most back- 
ward of South American nations, then 
there is indeed much hope for the conti- 
nent, for in this remote land one can dis- 
cover unmistakable signs of progress. 


SCHOOL BOYS OF PARAGUAY IN SMOCKS 
(This is the required uniform of South America; as the dirt shows on the white, 


this promotes cleanliness) 


What Worries the Church of Scotland 


It may be thought that the previous 
articles of this series have been the result 
of looking at Scotland through a pair of 
rose-colored spectacles. The question is 
pertinent: ‘‘Are there no difficulties, no 
worries of the Church and the ministry of 
Scotland??? 

There are. The worries are major ones. 
They have to do with both the economic 


JOHN B. NOSS 


and the spiritual state of the land. They 
are causing knitted brows and anxiety of 
soul. 

The spiritual concerns of the Church are 
invaded by the world and its worries. 

Scotland—like Great Britain as a whole 
—is looking back to palmier days, when 
the wealth of the world was pouring into 
these islands and the commercial ventures 


of the British were extraordinarily suceess- 
ful even to the farthermost isles of the 
sea. But the war wrought a terrible 
change. The soldiers coming back from 
the far-flung battle-fields of France, Italy, 
Palestine, Egypt, and Siberia, returned to 
a land with no jobs waiting for them. 
Many of them have stood idle in the mar- 


In spite of some — 
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ket-place—a most literal fact—for five and 
eight years. 

I was talking the other day to a native 
of Ayreshire and heard him say with 
pathos: ‘‘Me and my buddy were walking 
in the park, and when we were passing the 
War Memorial, I says to him, ‘Look there, 
Jim, at all those names on the shaft of the 
Memorial. Before the War all those fel- 
lows had jobs and were working alongside 
you and me. There were jobs for us all. 
Now they are in their graves and we’re 
walking around like this.’ ’’ 

The man I was speaking to is a married 
man with a family. He obtains an occa- 
sional odd job, anything he ean lay his 
hand to, but it is always temporary. Be- 
tween times he is ‘‘on the baroo (bur- 
eau) ’’—or, as we say in America, much to 
their resentment, ‘‘on the dole.’’ 

How the government manages to do it, 
nobody seems to know; the thing is in the 
nature of a miracle; but over two million 
unemployed men and their families are 
maintained every week with a grant the 
equivalent of from five to seven dollars, 
The burden is distributed between the local 
parish councils and the national govern- 
ment. Responsible men are forever talk- 
ing of ‘‘parish relief,’’ the ‘‘baroo,’’ and 
Seba XeCs. Ze 

The taxes are heavy beyond belief. The 
great landed proprietors of a generation 
ago lived in luxury, but today bear so 
great a burden as to be reduced to com- 
parative poverty. You hear of ‘‘Lord So- 
and-so’’ renting out his estates and tak- 
ing a smaller house in London, or of ‘‘ Earl 
This-and-that’’ allowing his estates to run 
down terribly and living in a few rooms 
of his castle. Nor is it the landed gentry only 
that is weighted down. The whole people, 
according to the station and capacity of 
each individual, divides the common bur- 
den. The employed, for example, must 
help to maintain the unemployed. 


Now problems for the Churches arise in 
the mental and moral reaction to this con- 
dition of things. 

In the first place, the straitened cireum- 
stances have led to widespread dissatis- 
faction, especially among the less fortunate 
classes, not only with the State, but with 
the Chureh. Many men, whose fathers 
never failed to go to Church every Sunday 
and often walked miles to do so, today do 
not darken her doors. The dissatisfaction 
takes the form sometimes of a silent dis- 
gust and weariness with what they regard 
as the great religious hypocrisy; again it 
takes a vociferous form of anti-clericism. 
The Labor and Communist groups contain 
a large proportion of men who adopt one or 
other of these attitudes. And one cannot 
take a harsh view of them, because it is 
the stress of the times that has brought 
them to this revolt against and distrust of 
historic and time-hoary agencies for the 
common welfare that have seemed to fail. 

Turning now from this mental reaction 
to the moral one, we perceive more than 
one cause for worrying by the Churches 
of Scotland. To begin with, the accept- 
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ance of relief through a period of many 
days and weeks has worn down and in 
many cases broken the spirit of the un- 
employed. The fine old independence and 
scorn of aid has not passed from among 
those of sterner stuff, but it has passed 
from among the weaker and less sturdy. 
There are doubtless many who would pre- 
fer being ‘‘on the baroo’’ to being at 
work. Work is hard and unremunerative; 


‘while being on the books of the relief 


bureaus puts one in possession of nearly as 
much in pounds and pence as being in em- 
ployment, and then one may idle out the 
day and take one’s ease. 

A parish Church minister of Ayr told me 
some time since how, pathetically enough, 


UNAFRAID 


We need not be afraid if our lives 
are true and pure, 

And we tread the upward path, tar 
from the world’s allure; 

We need not be afraid if each day 
we look above 

And feel the wondrous power of the 
Heavenly Father’s love. 


We need not be afraid to tread life’s 
steep path alone 

When lessons all are learned and all 
our tasks are done; 

We need not be afraid to soar to 
heights above 

Far from the hurts of men into 
God’s arms of love. 


We need not be afraid to lay our 
burdens down 

And follow Christ, our Guide and 
Friend, to His eternal home; 

We need not be afraid when we shall 
hear the final call, 

If every day we try to show our 
Father’s love for all. 


—M. D. T. 


the wife of a laboring man came to him 
and with tears pleaded with him to agitate 
for the abolition of unemployment relief: 
‘*Tt has ruined my husband,’’ she said. 
“‘He used to want to work, but now he 
will do nothing but stand about in the 
streets with the men and waste his time. 
He cares for nothing. His character has 
gone to pieces.’’ 

An instance of this came to my own 
notice. At Christmas time a ‘‘Poor Fund’’ 
was raised in the Chureh and the money 
turned over to me for private distribution 
as need appeared. A week or so later one 
of the elders told me a certain member 
of the Church who regularly attends the 
service had asked him to let me know that 
he (the regularly attending member) was 
accustomed to getting some of the Poor 
Fund every year about that time. I made 
a note of it, but could not find time imme- 
diately to call. A morning or so later there 
came a knocking at the back door. The 


1 
old man begged me to excuse him for ap- 
pearing forward, but perhaps I did not 
know his wife was accustomed to getting 


aid from the Poor Fund about this time. 
I promised to call on his wife that after- 
noon. 

Now that man I feel certain would never 
have done this kind of thing ten or fifteen 
years ago. His morale has suffered under 
the stress of things. 

One would think that hard times, coupled 
with a more or less demoralizing granting 
of government aid, would make for hard 
drinking. There is a great deal of drink- 
ing, to be sure; but not so much of it as 
there used to be! The main reason for 
this is perhaps economic rather than spirit- 
ual, though the increase of public senti- 
ment against drunkenness is a real factor. 
The truth is that liquor is so heavily taxed 
it is too expensive to buy. It takes money 
to get properly drunk. 

But if there is some decrease in drinking 
there is increase in betting and gambling. 
An American visitor is certain to be 
shocked at the space given to horse racing 
in the daily papers. Every issue of the 
tabloid newspapers ‘contains an article or 
so advising the public of the horses on 
which it is best to place bets! Within the 
past year or so the betting craze has ex- 
tended to grey hound racing; and in my 
knowledge whole factories are daily in a 
turmoil, a very fever of excitement, about 
the hollow sport of sending dogs chasing 
electrically propelled hares down the race 
track. Men, women, even children, are 
talking the jargon of the gambling world. 
‘<The women,’’ said one of my informants, 
‘Care worse than the men. You should see 
the rush for the first morning papers.’’ 

Space fails for going into these problems 
more fully, and it remains to take up still 
another matter for worrying hy the 
Churches of Scotland. Two great move- 
ments in the population have been taking 
place and now threaten change of a far- 
reaching character, These are the exodus 
of the finest, most enterprising young peo- 
ple of Scotland to distant lands, and the 
influx of Roman Catholics from Ireland to 
take their places. At first this movement 
made no perceptible difference in the na- 
tional life, but now it has become most 
evident. Some parts of Scotland are wak- 
ing up in alarm to find the Catholics in 
the majority. Church leaders are asking 
the disturbing question, ‘‘If the Protest- 
ants continue to sail away in such num- 
bers to foreign shores and the Catholics 
keep on coming in to take their place, how 
long will the Protestant Scotland of our 
fathers, the Scotland that has played so 
large a part in religious history and in the 
struggle for freedom everywhere, endure?’’ 

Ah, yes, Seotland has its tremendous re- 
ligious problems as well as any other coun- 
try. The straight and narrow Way is ever 
hedged with social and individual diffi- 
culty. 


Cargill Manse, 
Maybole, Scotland. 


“On Claiming Otterbein” 


(This editorial in the Apr. 14 issue of the “Religious Telescope,” of ficial organ of the Church of the United Brethren 


‘<The Reformed Church Messenger,’’ in 
its issue of March 22, contains an editorial 
under the above caption. It was based on 
a portion of an article which appeared in 
the ‘‘Telescope’’ of March 10, entitled 
‘‘Laneaster and Vicinity.’’ The editor 
of the ‘‘Messenger’’ printed a paragraph 
from the article which related to Philip 
William Otterbein, and added the follow- 


in Christ, will be of interest to our readers.) 


ing comment, which we are glad to pass 
on to our readers: 

‘We hope and believe that the Reform- 
ed Chureh is properly grateful for the emi- 
nent services rendered by Otterbein to the 
Kingdom of God. It is not really of great 
importance for the cause of Christ today 
whether Otterbein remained until the day 
of his death a member of our denomina- 


tion or actually left our fellowship. The 
good editor, Dr. Snyder, is generous in giv- 
ing us permission to claim him. We might 
wish, however, that the editor had stated 
a little more clearly just what those ‘doc- 
trines and privileges of Christian disciple- 
ship’ were which he says caused the Re- 
formed Church (or part of it) to think ill 
of Otterbein, and which continue to be the 


Poon [a 


‘element’ that 


Brethren 
as a sepa- 


gives the United 
Chureh an fexeuse for existence 
rate religious body.’ True, the editor does 
refer to Otterbein as one who ‘went forth 
to preach with ever-increasing emphasis 
the gospel of experimental salvation’; but 
surely he would not intimate that this idea 
of experimental salvation is in the sole 
custody of the followers of Otterbein, or 
is not at all preached and practiced in the 
Reformed Chureh, which gave Otterbein 
to the world. At any rate, we have never 
hesitated to call it unfortunate that Otter- 
bein’s piety and spiritual passion were not 
more fully appreciated by some of our 
conservative forefathers, and we do not 
hesitate to say that his spiritual descend- 
ants have so many fine qualities which sup- 
plement and complement our own, that if 
we could get together more frequently and 
far more closely it might be a means of 
blessing for both and mark a real advance 
in the upbuilding of the Kingdom, So let 
us shake hands in utter friendliness, 
brother, across whatever chasm there is 
between us. It is possible we may discover 
that there isn’t any chasm worth mention- 
ing.’? 

We appreciate the spirit of this expres- 
sion from the editor of the ‘‘ Messenger,’’ 
and agree with him that it is not a vital 
matter whether Otterbein continued his 
relation with the Reformed Church up to 
the time of his death. We did not intend 
even to imply that there is any chasm be- 
tween the two communions in regard to 
this matter or any other. The ‘‘Tele- 
scope’’ editor’s father was brought up in 
the Reformed Church, remaining with that 
communion the greater part of his life, 
and we have the utmost respect and kindly 
feeling for that great body of Christians. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER ApRIL 26, 1928. 


It is true, however, that at the time of 
Otterbein the conception of experimental 
religion and the deeper spiritual passion 
such as characterized Otterbein and his 
associates in the then new religious move- 
ment was so exceptional as to mark those 
who possessed it as a bit peculiar. And 
this involves no disrespect toward the 
Churches of that day. The spiritual ele- 
ments that may have distinguished the 
preaching of Otterbein and his associates 
were of the nature of a new discovery and 
a new emphasis in the religious world, and 
it is by no means surprising that the long- 
established Churches were slow to give 
them whole-hearted recognition, 


We would not ‘‘intimate that this idea 
of experimental salvation’? is in the sole 
custody of the followers of Otterbein now 
or that it was then. Otterbein and his 
colaborers were among the many who in 
that earlier period were making adventures 
in the realm of religious experience, and 
who in other communions became disturb- 
ing elements, as Otterbein did in his. 


Since then much water has gone over the 
wheel, and the idea of experimental re- 
ligion has become so generally accepted 
that few Churches of today would disclaim 
it as a part of their belief and practice— 
that, too, in spite of the fact that it some- 
times is discredited by being carried to 
unwarranted extremes. 


There is very little, these days, that any 
one evangelical Chureh can elaim as its 
own peculiar inheritance. We believe that 
there has been and still is a process going 
on within the various religious bodies 
whereby they are coming more and more 
to a common attitude and taking their 


stand upon common ground, With the edi- 
tor of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ we can say that 
‘‘it is possible we may discover that there 
isn’t any chasm worth mentioning.’? We 
believe that ‘‘discovery’’ has actually 
been made, whether or not there has been 
formal announcement of it; and we are 
ready to join hands with any of our sister 
Churches in the great common task our 
Lord committed to his disciples. If there 
is occasion for separate existence of pres- 
ent-day religious bodies, in the majority 
of cases it scarcely is on the ground of 
difference in creed or attainment in things 
spiritual. 

Now that there has been a gradual com- 
ing together in matters of spiritual re- 
ligion, we are inclined to think that the 
present-day peril is that there might be a 
common movement away from that which 
Churches unitedly have been slow to recog- 
nize and realize. Our trouble now is not 
fixed ideas and usages that would close our 
minds to new truths, but in a shift of em- 
phasis to Church machinery and ‘‘pro- 
grams,’’ with a mere intellectual concep- 
tion of Christian privilege and obligation. 
It is a beautiful thing for brethren of the 
different communions to dwell together 
in unity, provided they do not make unity 
an end in itself. If in attaining unity we 
lose sight of the deeper meanings of our 
common faith, the achievement has been 
at too great a cost. Let us beware lest we 
lay again a foundation for repentance in 
this matter,'and make it necessary to re- 
trace our steps in order to maintain or re- 
gain what has been achieved through a 
process of growth and struggle. We want 
unity, but it must be the unity of the 
Spirit, a unity that ineludes all that is 
vital in the religion of Jesus. 


Give Credit To Chicago 


Chicago is maligned. There really are 
signs of hope, and this business of point- 
ing the finger of scorn Chicago-wards must 
be stopped. She has served notice on the 
rascals, and they are scuttling for cover. 

Chicago has much to explain to a patient 
world. To be specific, Chicago must ex- 
plain the Honorable Bill Thompson, and 
the prosperous morning ‘‘Tribune.’’ These 
two things are Chicago’s sore thumbs. 


I do not propose in this scant column to 
explain either of them. I would like to 
point out a lesson from bacteriology, 
namely, the beneficent provision of nature 
whereby one malignant power helps to 
purge another. In other words, mark what 
Bill Thompson has done to the ‘‘Tribune.’’ 
We must step back a bit into history. 

From the first days of the late great 
war, the ‘*Tribune’’ carried from its edi- 
torial mast-head that brave toast of Ste- 
phen Decatur which ends ‘‘Our Country, 
right or wrong.’’ The ‘‘Tribune’’ has 
been printing that gem of patriotic fervor 
all these years. 
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Last winter the ‘‘Tribune’’ dropped it. 
No more Stephen Decatur. Just a list of 
advertising agents, subscription rates, and 
telephone numbers. No more ‘‘Our Coun- 
try, right or wrong.’’ Even the editorial 
columns reflected this omission. The ‘‘Tri- 
bune’’ has not been quite so majestically 
and pontifically patriotic, and has even 
cultivated a little gentleness and sweet 
moderation. Not much, but a little. 


What happened to the ‘‘Tribune?’’ 


Here is one guess. Bill Thompson hap- 
pened. He had been charging up and down 
the streets of Chicago, roaring, ‘‘ America 
First.’’ He has placarded the sign boards. 
He has pasted it on automobiles. He has 
sung it, shrieked it, and put it on the air, 
until there is more Americanism in Chi- 
cago than anyone could possibly digest. 
Even the well-known Chicago smoke nuis- 
ance seemed a bright spring morning cloud 
as compared with this new apparition. 


In other words, the Honorable Bill played 


the ‘‘Tribune’s’? tune more furiously than 
ever the ‘‘Tribune.’’ The ‘‘ Tribune’? quit. 


Now the ‘‘Tribune’’ congratulates itself 
that it stands with the preachers for ecivie 
purity. It still parts company with the 
preachers on Prohibition, but who can tell? 
It may still take the pledge in order to 
prove that it has no traffic with ‘‘friend 
1eyillee 


All of which proves the immense worth 
of these public counter-irritants. We have 
a number of them in America. We have 
the estimable ladies who drew up the 
black-lists which included almost everyone. 
They have made black-lists of dangerous 
characters unpopular, 


Then there is Tom Heflin. Give him 
time, he will make us all tolerant of Catho- 
lies. 

Buf chiefest of all—Mayor Thompson, who 
has shown how sublimely idiotie it is to be 
more than 99% pure patriot. 


Give credit to Chicago! 


“Is There a Rural Church Problem?” 


To create an intelligent, zealous Church 
consciously contributing to the Kingdom 
growth and te-make each member an ac- 
tive, personal power in and through that 
Church is decidedly more difficult in the 
country than in the town or city. The 
rural Church problem is not so different in 
character as in degree of difficulty when 
compared with the problems of other por- 
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tions of the Church. Individualism which 
issues in community provincialism and 
conservatism must be overcome. The size 
of the parish, the non-resident pastor and 
the bi-weekly service with its consequent 
impotenecy complicate the problem. Lack 
of close pastoral oversight develops an 
often inadequate as well as independent 
leadership. Denominational divisions are 


the bane of efficiency and success in the 
rural parish. Low salaries with the neces- 
sary large expenditure of an active, travel- 
ing country pastor make adjustment of 
primary necessity if the needed work is to 
be done; the Church must come intelligently 
and willingly to its own rescue in this 

stance, These and other problems seem 
form an impossible situation. Yo 
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say that the country parish is inviting 
only to those who are satisfied to do noth- 
ing but preach. Older men deplore the 
futility of preaching, but keep doggedly 
at it, apparently without looking about 
for some means which will get them out 
of the rut. The problem of the rural 
Church is not an impossibility or a futility, 
but it is a challenge to hard work, varied 
work, out-door work. Much must be done 
for the people before the pastor will find 
himself working in full harmony with the 
people. The main problem is to get young, 
capable, determined men to consecrate 
their lives to this tremendous mission. 

The difficulty of the task demands a 
Gideon band of young men. Hard work 
of this sort demands men who are physi- 
cally active, fearlessly aggressive and 
startlingly capable. Age, defeat and re- 
peated discouragement tend to make the 
pastor in the rural field unwilling even to 
strive. Before this happens we must put 
fresh forces into this position of primary 
importance. Can we make the young men 
of this generation hear the challenge? 

Young men, the rural Church needs to be 
disturbed, taught and led. ‘‘ Where ignor- 
ance is bliss’’ it is necessary to educate, 
to challenge, and lead the way to service. 
Missionary education is a critical neces- 
sity. The duty of tithing and stewardship 
or simply of systematic giving is not yet 
acknowledged by most rural minds. The 
place of the Church in the social order is 
not appreciated. It is up to the rural pas- 
tor to transform a self-saving, routine re- 
ligion into the vital Christ religion of do- 
ing good. The young people need organiza- 
tion, religious education, and opportunity 
for self-expression and exercise of the 
Christ life. Everybody needs the revitali- 
zation of personal religion through per- 
sonal evangelism; this, though more diffi- 
cult is as pressing a need as it is any- 
where. This service has not been per- 

'formed well for the rural Church because 
it has been too difficult. Now, we must 
find a way, or make one, to accomplish the 
task. 

The rural pastor who is to meet the need 
of his parish must be largely a man of the 
road. He must go to his people, for they 
will not come to him. For this reason the 
less time he spends farming or doing some 
other work which keeps him at home to 
save and to supplement an inadequate 
salary, the more likely he will be to meet 
the staggering need of the rural Church. 
The rural Church must not be allowed to 
seek its ease in the stay-at-home, change- 


nothing pastor, and the bi-weekly service 
of worship. The rural pastor must stick to 
his work and keep hammering away on the 
defenses of ignorance and indifference and 
impossibility until he is worn out and may 
be relieved by others willing to carry on 
such an aggressive warfare. 


SOCIETY 


A cleric, walking through a down 
town slum, 
Was taunted by some callous 
urchins there; 
He thought, ‘‘Bad folk they are de- 
scended from!’’ 
And, kneeling, for their parents 
said a prayer. 


But, rising, came to him the thought, 
‘*Not they 
Alone the blame should bear, but 
equally 
.Their human world.’’ 
again to pray 
And asked the Lord to heal so- 
ciety. 


He kneeled 


Then, rising, to himself he spoke 
once more; 
‘My friend, who is society but 
we?’’ 
Anew he sought the slum street’s 
rough paved floor 
And murmured, ‘‘Lord, be merci- 
ful to Me!’’ 


—(Verses by Carl G. Petri from 
sketch by Bret Harte.) 


The young, capable enthusiast for the 
extension of God’s Kingdom finds a de- 
mand for the best he has to give, in the 
rural parish. There is a demand for long 
hours, tiresome travel, urgent service, com- 
parable to the demand made upon the rural 
physician, but this demand comes to the 
pastor from God—not from, but in behalf 
of the people. The rural pastor must meet 
the needs of his people as the farmer meets 
the needs of his crops, and in co-operation 
with Divine Providence he must keep the 
storehouse of the Kingdom full of fresh 
supplies for the world’s need. He can 
claim many a man and woman out of this 
storehouse for leadership in the King- 
dom’s work. He ean set, develop and 
maintain a higher and higher standard of 


life for body, mind and spirit in the rural 
world. 

To accomplish his task the young man 
must endure hardship, disappointment, mis- 
understanding, actual opposition. He must 
meet the determined opinion that improve- 
ment is not necessary or that it is too ex- 
pensive or that it is impossible. This must 
not lead to a truce with duty or to a lower- 
ing of his conception of his task in order 
to keep the peace or to hold his job. Above 
all the pastor who will meet the need of 
the rural charge must stick to his post and 
leave the more congenial and progressive 
fields to others while he does his part under 
less comfortable conditions. 


To accomplish his task the rural pastor 
must often have the help of the Home Mis- 
sion forces of the Church. In the rural 
field there is an unbalanced relationship 
between the necessary expense and the 
willingness of the people to give financial 
support. One can hardly ask people to 
bear the necessary expense to convince 
them of a need. The rural pastor must do 
more for his people than they ask of him 
or allow them to remain undeveloped. In 
some cases the individual pastor can solve 
the problem incident to this situation, but 
in most cases he needs the moral and finan- 
cial support of the Church at large. Every 
country pastor has enough to do to take 
care of the spiritual needs of his people 
without spending his time in some auxili- 
ary work like farming, printing or the re- 
pairing of automobiles. If the state of 
development in the charge makes this sort 
of thing necessary, the pastor must have 
outside aid to enable him to accomplish his 
task. The rural parish is in many re- 
spects still a mission field. 

Without a consecrated, active, deter- 
mined leadership the rural Church is doom- 
ed to travel the old road and to deepen 
the old rut. If the pastor is living to 
meet the need instead of to simply meet 
the desires of the rural Church, there is 
romance and honor in the undertaking, but 
one must meet the need if he is to hold his 
self-respect and carry on in the joy of 
Divine service. The need of the rural 
Church can be met only by co-operative 
effort on the part of the whole Church and 
by readjustment as well as revitalization 
ot the work of the rural Church. When the 
whole Church determines to do the things 
that are apparently necessary to gain 
economic and spiritual efficiency in the 
rural Church, there will be few places of 
leadership in the Church more desirable 
than the place of the rural pastor. 


NEWS IN BRIEF | 


ed response from all parts of the denomi- 


THE ANSWER—NOT YET! 


No final answer has reached us, as yet, 
to the Pastor Stule automobile problem. 
Of course, some answers have come in, but 
they are far from a final solution. Will 
not the readers of the ‘‘Messenger’’ turn 
to several former copies and read those ap- 
pealing letters of Pastor Stule? How can 
you resist that appeal? We are sure that 
when our friends awaken to the import- 
ance of this appeal, they will respond 
quickly and generously. Send, your check 
to the Editor, and all will be acknowl- 
edged. 


REV. MR. HERMANN ACCEPTS 


The Publication and Sunday School 
Board is delighted to announce that the 
Rev. Edward A. G. Hermann, of Frederick, 
Md., has accepted the call to become editor 
of our Sunday School and Young People’s 


papers, ‘‘The Way,’’ ‘‘Leaves of Light’’ 


.and ‘‘Sunshine,’’ as the successor of the 


late Rev. Dr. R. Leighton Gerhart.. 

Rev. Mr. Hermann, who is well and 
favorably known throughout our denomina- 
tion, retired several years ago from the 
pastorate of Trinity Church, Mercersburg, 
Pa., by reason of ill health, and it is a 
great joy to know that he has recovered 
sufficiently to enter upon this high service 
for which we feel he is peculiarly fitted 
and in which we are satisfied he will ren- 
der a ministry of genuine value to the 
Church, —Paul S. Leinbach, 

Executive Secretary. 


NOTICE 


The first announcement of the Fellow- 
ship Tour—the official Reformed Church 
party to the World’s Sunday School Con- 
vention in Los Angeles—brought a delight- 


nation. There is every assurance of a most 
congenial group of travelers sharing this 
unique vacation opportunity. Dr. Fouse, 
of Denver, is planning a special reception 
for the evening of our stay in Denver, and 
Dr. Evemeyer writes of interesting prepar- 
ations for our pleasure being made by the 
Reformed Churches of Los Angeles. For 
information regarding the tour address 
Catherine Atkinson Miller, 413 Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia. 


THE 103RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, LAN- 
CASTER, PA., MAY 6-9 


On Sunday, May 6, at 10.45 A. M., Presi- 
dent George W. Richards will preach the 
Bacealaureate Sermon at the Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, which will observe 
its 1038rd anniversary from May 6-9. On 
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Monday, May 7, at 2.30, there will be a 


meeting of the Board of Visitors, and at 
8 P. M, the reception of the Senior Class 
will be held at the home of President and 
Mrs. Richards. On Tuesday at 8 P. M., 
the Anniversary Sermon will be preached 


by Rev. Dr. William P. Merrill, of New 
York City. On Wednesday, the Board of 
Trustees will meet at 9 A. M. The His- 
torical Society will meet at 9.30 A. M., 
when an address will be made by Professor 
Elmer E. S. Johnson, of Pennsburg, Pa. At 
10.30 A. M. the Alumni Association will 
meet, the Anniversary will be observed at 
11 A. M., and at 1 o’elock luncheon will be 
served. 


‘“WHEN MORNING GILDS THE SKIES’’ 
Memory Hymn for May 


When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart, awaking, cries, 

May Jesus Christ be praised: 
Alike at. work and pray’r 
To Jesus I repair; 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 


To Thee, O God above, 
I cry with glowing love, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 
This song of sacred joy, 
It never seems to cloy; 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 


Does sadness fill my mind? 
A solace here I find, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 
Or fades my earthly bliss? 
My comfort still is this, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 


When evil thoughts molest, 

With this I shield my breast, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 

The powers of darkness fear, 

When this sweet chant they hear; 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 


Be this, while life is mine, 
My canticle divine, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 
Be this the eternal song, 
Through all the ages on; 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 


Tr. by Edward Caswall. 
Joseph Barnby. 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE Mc- 
CAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY 
CONTEST 
Subject: ‘‘In These Days of Change and 
Challenge, How Can We Spiritualize 

the Home Life of Amercia?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 

Time: All essays must be received by Dr. 
Paul 8S. Leinbach, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Publication and Sunday 
School Board, by Children’s Day, 
June 10, 1928. 


Eligible: Any minister or member of the 
Reformed Church in the United 
States. 

Instructions: 


(1) Sign essay with an assumed 
name, giving correct name and ad- 
dress on a separate sheet. 
(2) Use one side of the paper only. 
(3) Manuscripts, as far as possible, 
should be typewritten. 
Prizes: 
First prize—$100. 
Second prize—$50. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. A. W. Barley from Millersville, Pa., 
to Manor, Westmoreland Co., Pa. 
Rev. ©. W. DeChant from Cambridge, 
Mass., to 6736 N. 13th St., Oak Lane, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


The name of the postoffice, Woodlawn, 
Pa., has been changed to Aliquippa. The 


. address of Rev. S. H. Isenberg, Ph.D., is, 


therefore, 387 Franklin Ave., Aliquippa, 
Pa. 

By postal regulations, the address of 
Rev. 8S. L. Messinger, D. D., is changed 
from R. 3, Allentown, Pa., to 2125 Walbert 
Pike, Allentown, Pa. 

Rev. 8S. A. Troxell from 101 W. Ostend 
St., to 1400 Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 


Zion, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Alfred Greth- 
er. Confirmation, 9; re-profession, 12. 

Trinity, Gettysburg, Pa. Rev. N. L. 
Horn, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
6; letter, 14. Offering:—$330. 

Old Carroll Charge, Westminster, Md., 
Rey. Charles B. Rebert, pastor. Additions: 
—confirmation, 15; letter, 2. 

The annual meeting of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board opened Thursday 
morning, April 26, in the Schaff Building. 

Coplay Charge, Pa., Rev. T. H. Krick, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 49; re- 
profession and letter, 41. 

Yukon-Seanor’s Charge, Pa., Rev. R. Ira 
Gass, pastor. Confirmation, 56; letter, 4; 
re-profession, 5. 

Rebersburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. W. A. 
McClellan, pastor. Confirmation, 14; let- 
ter, 2. Offering:—$135. 

Adamstown, Md., Charge, Rev. G. W. 
Kerstetter, pastor. Offering:—current, $88; 
Apportionment, $45; benevolences, $11. 

St. Luke’s, Kittanning, Pa., Rev. Charles 
L. Noss, pastor. Confirmation, 16; letter, 
9; re-profession, 3. 

Boonsboro Charge, Md., Rev. Louis F. 
Zinkhan, pastor. Confirmation, 1; letter, 
3; re-profession, 1. 

Trinity, Collegeville, Pa., Rev. William 
8. Clapp, pastor. Confirmation, 12; letter, 
il, 


St. Paul’s Memorial, Reading, Pa., Dr. 
C. E, Creitz, pastor. Confirmation, 6; let- 
ter, 9; re-profession, 1. 

Olivet, Phila., Pa., Dr. Maurice Samson, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 8; let- 
ter, 2; re-profession, 6. Offering, $5,516.09. 

Warwick, Lititz, Pa., Rev. G. B. Raezer, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 9; re- 
profession, 2. Duplex system. 

Harrisville, Toms Brook, Va., Rev. C. E. 


Robb, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, _ 
12 


Christ, Elizabethtown, Pa., Rev. L. C. T. 
Miller, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
11; letter, 3. Offering:—$284. - 

Delmont, Pa., Rev. Will S. Fisher, pas- 
tor. Additions:—confirmation, 1; re-pro- 
fession, 3. Offering:—$205.18. 


Youngwood-Harrold Charge, Pa., Rev. 
Victor A. Ruth, pastor. Additions:—confir- 
mation, 8; letter, 3. Offering:—$257.13. 


Salem, Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. H. E. Geb- 
hard, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 23; 
letter, 15; re-profession, 24. 


New Goshenhoppen, East Greenville, Pa., 


Rev. Calvin M. DeLong, pastor. Confirma- 
tion, 29; letter, 11. 
Utica Charge, Lewistown, Md., Rev. 


John M. DeChant, pastor. 
letter, 1. 


St. John’s Butler, Pa. Rev. John F. 
Bair, pastor. 18 added by confirmation. 
Duplex system. 


Rev. Paul D. Yoder, of Codorus, Pa., has 


confirmation, 2; 


‘declined the call to Frieden’s Charge, Le- 


high Classis, recently received by him. 


Bethany Orphans’ Home, Womelsdorf, 
Pa., Rev. C. H. Kehm, supt., 20 confirmed. 
Apportionment paid in full. 


Aaronsburg, Pa., Church, Rev. G. A. 


Fred Griesing, pastor. Additions:—con- 
firmation, 8; letter, 2. 

Mt. Zion, Spring Grove, Pa., Rev. G. W. 
Welsh, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
9; letter, 15. ‘Offering, $225. 

St. Mark’s, Lebanon, Pa., Dr. I. Calvin 
Fisher, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
48; letter, 8; re-profession, 8. More than 
800 communed. Duplex system used. 

Bethany Tabernacle, Phila, Pa. Rev. 
Arthur Y. Holter, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 9; letter, 3; re-profession, 5. 
Offering :—$702.26. 260 communed. 

Doylestown, Pa., Church, Rev. Charles 
F. Freeman, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 33; letter, 12. One-twelfth of the Ap- 
portionment is paid every month. 

Boyertown, Pa., Church, Rev. G. G. 
Greenawald, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 41; letter, 4. Offering:—current, 
$1,600; Apportionment, $330. 

Willow Street Charge, Pa., Rev. David 
Scheirer, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 5; letter, 13; re-profession, 2. Ap- 
portionment paid in full. 

Emanuel, Minersville, Pa., Rev. O. R. 
Frantz, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
4; re-profession, 10. Offering:—current, 
$169.35, 

Zion, Bethlehem, Pa., Dr. C. A. Butz, 
pastor, Additions:—confirmation, 13; let- 
ter, 10; re-profession, 2. Duplex system 
used. 

Christ, Phila., Pa., Rev. Aaron R. Tosh, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 10; let- 
ter, 1; re-profession, 1. Offering:—current, 
$60.32; Apportionment, $192.03. 

Trinity, Mountville, Pa., Rev. J. William 
Zehring, pastor, Additions:—confirmation, 
4; letter, 2; re-profession, 3. Duplex sys- 
tem. Apportionment paid in full. 

St. Paul, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Dr. Charles 
W. Levan, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 3; letter, 2, Offering:—current, $279; 
Apportionment, $167. 

First, Palmerton, Pa., Rev. William O. 
Wolford, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 12; letter, 4; re-profession, 3. Offer- 
ing: current, $129; Apportionment, $91. 

St. Paul’s, Northampton, Pa., Rev. I. M. 
Bachman, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
34; letter, 7; re-profession, 9. Duplex sys- 
tem. 

Zion, Stroudsburg, Pa., Rev. Frank H. 
Blatt, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
11; letter, 5; re-profession, 7. Duplex sys- 
tem. 

St. Paul, Waynesboro, Pa., Rev. Victor 
H. Jones, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 8; letter, 1. Offering:—current, $139; 
Apportionment, $96. 


Community, Fayette, N. Y., Rev. H. 8S. - 


Nicholson, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 1; re-profession, 1. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $36. 


Trinity, Palmyra, Pa., Rev. Elmer G. 
Leinbach, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
12; letter, 11; re-profession, 3. 10 chil- 
dren baptized. Offering, $1,400. 


St. Matthew’s, Phila., Pa., Rev. U. O. 
Silvius, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
33; re-profession, 16. Offering:—current, 
$300; benevolences, $700. 


Arendtsville, Pa., Charge, Rev. Murray 
E. Ness, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
12; letter, 4; re-profession, 2, Offering:— 
current, $75; Apportionment, $350. 


Faith, York, Pa., Dr. O. P. Schellhamer, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 18; let- 
ter, 19; re-profession, 7. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $75; Apportionment, $614; other 
benevolences, $65. 


St. John’s, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. Kobert 
Thena, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
5; letter, 6. Offering:—current, $44; Ap- 
portionment, $261.50; other benevolences, 
$147.50. 
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565 LETTERS 
MAILED TO 
MINISTERS 
OF OUR THREE 
EASTERN SYNODS 
WITH CHALLENGE 
FOR 3 MONTHS 
TRIAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ETC: 


FIRST REPLY 


FIRST CHURCH 
EASTON, PA. 
50 TRIAL 
AND EIGHT 
FULL YEAR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


THANK YOU! 
A. M.S. 


Christ (Homewood), Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Rev. F. L. Kerr, pastor. Additions:—con- 
firmation, 7; letter, 1; re-profession, 2. 
Offering:—current, $60; Apportionment, 
$60, 

Heidelberg, Phila., Pa., Rev. Paul W. 
Yoh, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 11; 
letter, 12; re-profession, 6. Offering:— 
Apportionment, $992. 

Faith, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Roland L. 
Rupp, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
15; letter, 4; re-profession, 5. Offering:— 
Apportionment, $475. 

St. Stephen’s, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. P. E. 
Swope, pastor. Additions for year: con- 
firmation, 19; letter, 11; re-profession, 2. 
Offering :—$276. 

Christ, Littlestown, Pa., Rev. H. H. Hart- 
man, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 13; 
letter, 4; re-profession, 1. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $257; Apportionment, $321. 


St. Paul’s, Summit Hill, Pa., Rev. E. W. 
Kohler, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
19; letter, 5; re-profession, 5. Offering: 
current, $585. Apportionment paid in full. 


Pine Grove, Pa., Rev. H. C. Correll, pas- 
tor. Additions:—confirmation, 20; letter, 
6... Offering:—$205. Expect to pay Ap- 
portionment in full. 


Zion, Allentown, Pa., Dr. Simon Sipple, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 47; let- 
ter, 5; re-profession, 5. Offering:—current, 
$600; Apportionment, $1,000. 


Emmanuel’s, Export, Pa., Rev. H. A. 
Robb, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
10; letter, 1; re-profession, 4. Offering:— 
$324, 


Calvary, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. T. C. 
Strock, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
8; re-profession, 9, Offering:—current, $30; 
Apportionment, $75; benevolences, $17.55. 


Salem, Shamokin, Pa., Rev. Alvin F. 
Dietz, pastor. Additions: confirmation, 22; 
re-profession, 4. Offering:—current, $73.50; 
Apportionment, $102.50. 


St. Luke’s, Lock Haven, Pa., Rev. W. E. 
Harr, pastor, Additions:—confirmation, 
26; letter, 4; re-profession, 6. Offering:— 
current, $1,100. 


Kutztown, Pa., Charge, Rev. E. H. Lein- 
bach, pastor. Confirmation, 16; letter, 1. 


Offering:—current, 
ment, $99.59. 

St. Paul’s, Butler, Pa., Rev. F. R. Cassel- 
man, pastor. Confirmation, 33; letter, 5; 
re-profession, 15. Offering:—current, $210; 
Apportionment, $280. 


$324.98; Apportion- 


Corinth, Hickory, N. C.4 Dr. George 
Longaker, pastor. Confirmation, 20; let- 
ter, 1; re-profession, 3; 3 baptized. Large 


Communion. Excellent attendance. 

Bethany, Ephrata, Pa., Rev. George T. 
Fitz, pastor. Confirmation, 9; letter, 6. 
Offering: current, $225.66; Apportionment, 
$62.73; benevolences, $12.10. 

St. Paul’s, Johnstown, Pa., Dr. A. B. 
Bauman, pastor. Confirmation, 4; letter, 
1; re-profession, 1. Offering, benevolences, 
$86.47. 17 added in December. 

Trinity, Lewistown, Pa., Dr. F. A. Rup- 
ley, pastor. Confirmation, 6; letter, 2; re- 
profession, 2. Offering:—current and Build- 
ing Fund, $2,796; Apportionment, $24. 

St. Mark’s, Cumberland, Md., Rev. Eu- 
gene P. Skyles, pastor. Confirmation, 10; 
letter, 20. Apportionment paid in full. 
Unusually large attendance and offering. 


Meyersdale (Amity), Pa., Rev. B. A. 
Black, pastor. Confirmation, 17; letter, 5; 
re-profession, 1. Offering:—current, $162; 
Apportionment, $228; benevolences, $10. 

Linfield-Shenkle Charge, Pa., Rev. Oliver 
K. Maurer, pastor. Confirmation, 16; let- 
ter, 5; re-profession, 1. Offering:—current, 
$121; Apportionment, $225, 

Faith, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. G. Glass, 
pastor. Confirmation, 25; letter, 4; re-pro- 
fession, 5. Total for year, 64. Offering:— 
current, $287; Apportionment, $190. 

Tulpehocken, Trinity, Myerstown, Pa., 
Rev. Morgan A. Peters, pastor. Confirma- 
tion, 8; letter, 2; re-profession, 1, Offer- 
ing, $918. 

Christ’s Memorial, West Hazleton, Pa., 
Rev. E. Franklin Faust, pastor. Confirma- 
tion, 14; letter, 4; re-profession, 5. Offer- 
ing:—current, $75; Apportionment, $200. 

Second Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. S. 
C. Hoover, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 23; letter, 10; re-profession, 2. Offer- 
ing:—current, $272; Apportionment, $736. 

Trinity, Mercersburg, Pa., Rev. C. B. 
Marsteller, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 5; letter, 2; re-profession, 1. Offer- 
ing:—current, $55; Apportionment, $183; 
benevolences, $19. 

First Chureh, Washington, D. C., Rev. 
James D. Buhrer, pastor; received 1 by re- 
profession and 8 by confirmation. The pas- 
tor was assisted by Rev. Dr. J. D. Thomas 
at the Easter service. 300 communed. 


Bethany, York, Pa., Dr. George S. Sor- 
ber, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 30; 
letter, 9; re-profession, 3. Infant baptism, 
2. Offering:—current, $130; Apportion- 
ment, $182. 

Trinity, Phila., Pa., Rev. Purd E. Deitz, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 39; let- 
ter, 7; re-profession, 7. Previously added 
during year:—confirmation, 33; letter, 32; 
re-profession, 42. total, 160. 

Bethany, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. H. I. 
Crow, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
31; letter, 5; re-profession, 8. Offering:— 
current, $131.15; Apportionment, $821.92; 
Chureh improvement, $1,513.78. 

St. John’s, St. Clair, Pa., Rev. H. A. 
Behrens, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
15; letter, 4; re-profession, 19. Offering:— 
current, $45; Apportionment, $120. Over- 
flow congregation at each service. 


Christ, Norristown, Pa., Rev. Cyrus T. 
Glessner, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 19; letter, 5; re-profession, 5. Duplex 
system. Special offering for S. 8S. Building 
Fund, $1,800. 


Calvary, Reading, Pa., Rev. Frederick 
K, Stamm, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 


tion, 24; letter, 12; re-profession, 4. Duplex 
system. Total offering, $1,215. 753 com- 
muned. 

Greenfield Charge, Claysburg, Pa., Rev. 


Oliver H. Sensenig, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 12; letter, 5; re-profession, 2. 
Offering:—current, $165; Apportionment, 
$70. 


Rev. L. C. T. Miller, pastor of Christ 
Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., issued to the 
members of his congregation a very helpful 
list of Lenten Bible Readings with a selec- 
tion for each day of Lent. 

In First Church, High Point, N. C., Rev. 
Milton Whitener, pastor, Rev. Banks Peeler 
of Salisbury, preached for 10 evening meet- 
ings. 12 members were received by con- 
firmation and 15 by letter. 

The Western Hungarian Classis is now 
scheduled to Meet April 30, May 1 and 2 
in the First Ref. Hungarian Church, Cleve- 
land, O. Rev. Joseph Herezegh, 2854 E. 79th 
St., is the pastor. 

St. John’s, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. A. N. 
Sayres, pastor. Confirmation, 22; letter, 


15; re-profession, 5. Offering:—current, 
$780; Apportionment, $116; self-denial, 
$565. 


Ruffsdale, Pa., Church, Rev. J. Leidy 
Yearick, pastor. Confirmation, 4; letter, 1; 
re-profession, 3. Offering:—current, $81.37; 
Apportionment, $161.85. Apportionment 
will be paid in full. 

Grace Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor, added 21 by con- 
firmation. Plans are being made to open 
the D. V. B. S. on July 2nd, to continue 
for 4 weeks. 

Dubbs Memorial, Allentown, Pa., Rev. M. 
F. Klingaman, pastor. Additions:—con- 
firmation, 57; letter, 16; re-profession, 18. 
Total for year, 123. Offering:—current, 
$668.19; Apportionment, $329.13. 


St. John’s Charge, Pa., Rev. T. C. Hes- 
son, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 6; 
letter, 5. Offering:—current, $146; Ap- 
portionment, $104. Subscriptions to pipe 
organ, $2,200. 

Special Passion Week services were held 
in First Church, Salisbury, N. C., Rev. 
Banks J. Peeler, pastor. Early morning 
services conducted by the G. M. G., when 
they rendered a pageant. Largest Com- 
munion in history of congregation. Addi- 
tions:—25, Apportionment will be paid in 
full. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


MENEELY BELL CO. 
TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


s()) TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM 
i/|| ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
CHURCH BELLS — PEALS 


a4 
see McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALITY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P, BERGER : : Lebanon, Pa. 


MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


In more than three thousand Churches. 
The highest grade instrument. Every organ 
designed and built for the Church and 
service in which it is to be used, and fully 
guaranteed. Booklet ind specifications on 
request, 

M. P. MOLLER 


HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 
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~ Zartman Hall, Girls’ Dormitory, at Catawba College 


These Lettens 
T ella Saeonnae 


Catawba College, desiring to place squarely be- 
fore the Church the situation which now confronts 
it, herewith opens its letter box to the people of the 
Reformed Church. 


From the General Synod to 
Catawba College 
May, 1923 


Synod endorses the desire of the Board of Trustees, 
the Faculty and friends of the institution to change the 
standing of Catawba College from that of a junior col- 
lege to that of a Grade “A” College. 


Synod pledges its moral and financial support to Cataw- 
ba College, so vital to the life and growth of our denomi- 
nation in the South. pleading with our men and 
women of means to consider it as a place of most fruit- 
ful investment.” 


On the strength of this promise Catawba began a 
movement to obtain $200,000 promised by the 
Reformed Church outside Carolina to make the 
institution a Grade ‘‘A” college. Of this sum 
$75,000 has been subscribed, and Catawba has 
gone ahead with its work on the basis that the 
remaining $125,000 would be available at any 
time. 


The Catawba Campaign is to 
be conducted from April 15 to 
May 30. 

Headquarters for the appeal 
are located at 814 Commonwealth 
Building, Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


From The Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools of The 
Southern States 


December 7, 1927. 


President Elmer R. Hoke, 
Catawba College, 
Salisbury, N. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 


I now have the detailed report of the Committee on 
New Members, and can give you the ground of its action 
and recommendation in the case of Catawba College. 


I do not think I have ever heard such a report. The 
formal resolution of the Committee was: “While the 
application of Catawba College impresses us very favor- 
ably, and this opinion is strengthened by the report of 
our Inspector, in view of the clear inability to comply with 
Standard No. 9 the application shall lie over for future 
consideration and action.” Not content with this report, 
the Committee explained that the Commission must, in 
this case, face squarely the question whether we could 
recede from one of our most fundamental requirements 
when the institution was far above the average in most 
other matters. It was this consideration which finally 
determined the action of the Commission. 


CATAWBA € 


CARRYING THE MESSAGE OF THE RE~ 


( 
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I sincerely hope that you will be able to make ar- 
rangements with regard to an endowment, because we 
should be genuinely happy to be able to receive into our 
membership an institution which has made so favorable 
an impression on all who know it. 


Yours very truly, 
(Signed) W. D. HOOPER, 


Chairman. 


From the above it can be seen that Catawba Col- 
lege meets all the requirements for Grade ‘‘A” 
classification except that it does not have sufficient 
endowment to produce $25,000 annually for run- 
ning expenses. Below is another letter on this 
subject. 


From Chancellor J. H. Kirkland 
of Vanderbilt University, Mead 
of the Association 


December 8, 1927. 


President Elmer R. Hoke, 
Catawba College, 
Salisbury, N. C. 
My dear President Hoke: 


I have your very courteous letter of December 6. It 
was a pleasure to meet you, and to hear the report of 
your college. In most points that report was entirely 
satisfactory. I feel sure that you will be able to secure 
the needed endowment within another year. It is only 
fair to say that your presentation of all these matters 
made a very favorable impression on the Committee, and 
we were sorry that we could not recommend Catawba 
College for admission this year. 


Yours very truly, 
(Signed) J. H. KIRKLAND. 


Catawba needs $150,000 to meet the endowment 
requirements of the Association. Part of this 
sum is offered below. 


From the Trustees of the Trust 
Indenture of Mr. B. N. Duke, 
Carolina Philanthropist 
June 10, 1926... 


Mr. E. C. Marshall, 

Southern Public Utilities Company, 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Dear Mr. Marshall: 

Under the terms of a trust indenture recently executed 
by B. N. Duke under which George G. Allen, Robert L. 
Flowers and Alex. H. Sands, Jr., are trustees, we hereby 
offer through you to Catawba College, Salisbury, North 
Carolina, Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000) Dollars for 


its endowment fund contingent upon said Catawba College 
raising, exclusive of our offer, the sum of One Hundred 
Twenty-five Thousand ($125,000) Dollars on or before 
June 10, 1928. If the terms of our offer are met, we 
reserve the right to pay subscription either by cash or 
securities, at our option. 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) ROBERT L. FLOWERS, 
(Signed) G. G. ALLEN, 
(Signed) ALEX. H. SANDS, JR. 


From the President of Catawba 
College to the People of 
The Reformed Church 


Dear Fellow Churchmen: 


Catawba College now comes before the people of the 
Reformed Church outside North Carolina urging the 
completion of a task that was begun five years ago this 
Spring. 


At that time, with the endorsement and authorization 
of the General Synod, Catawba College started a move- 
ment to reopen its doors, closed in 1923, and to aim to 
become a Grade “A” institution. 


The decision to go ahead with the program was based 
upon a promise that $200,000 of the funds needed to make 
the institution Grade “A” would come from the people 
of the Reformed Church outside North Carolina. The 
Church in North Carolina has subscribed $150,000, while 
the people of the city of Salisbury, to which place the 
college was moved from Newton, N. C., also subscribed 


$150,000. 


Of the $200,000 promised by the Church outside North 
Carolina $75,000 was subscribed, and it was believed that 
the remaining $125,000 would be available whenever 
needed. 


Now, to complete its endowment and to reach the Grade 
“A” goal set by the General Synod, Catawba needs $150,- 
000. Mr. B. N. Duke has offered us $25,000 provided 
we raise an additional $125,000 by June 10, of this year. 
That $125,000 is the sum remaining unsubscribed from 
the Church outside North Carolina. And now to com- 
plete the situation, General Synod has set aside the period 
of April 15 to May 30 for the Catawba College appeal 
for $125,000. Thus Catawba College comes to you, ask- 
ing you to share in this task of making Catawba a Grade 
“4” College, in this way carrying out the plans and in- 
structions of the General Synod. 


(Signed) ELMER R. HOKE, 
President, Catawba College. 


Catawba College is willing to accept 
annuities and memorial gifts as sub- 
scriptions to this campaign. 

There will be no every-member can- 


vass. Pastors and Consistorics are 
urged to decide upon the best means 
of securing the quota in their respective 


congregations, over a period of five 
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Trinity, Seottdale, Pa., Rev. A. S. Len- 
hart, pastor. 2 added by letter. Offering, 
$160. Large attendance. Easter cantata 


in evening, with large audience. 
Trinity, Pottsville, Pa., Rev: Robert A. 
Bausth. Confirmation, 27; letter, 9; re- 


proféssion, 3. Offering:—éurrent, $263; 
Apportionment; $874. 
Dallastown, Pa., Charge, Rév. Charles H, 


Rupp, pastor. Confirmation, 15; letter, 3; 
re-profession, 5, Offering:—current, $450; 
Apportionmént, $111; othér benevolences, 
$15. 

Waynesboro, Pa., Charge, Rev. 8. B. Lo- 
bach, pastor. Confirmation, 26; letter, 6; 
re-profession, 9. Offering:—current, $308; 
benevolences, $104. Apportionment paid. 
Special offering, $796. 

Trinity, Turbotville, Pa., Rev. Walter R. 
Clark, pastor, had a record attendance at 
Communion service and received 13 new 
members; among these were a father and 
son who were confirmed. 

Heidelberg, Slatington, Pa., Rev. T. H. 
Bachman, pastor. Additions:—letter, 6; 
re-profession, 1. Offering:—current, $438; 
Apportionment, $560. Apportionment paid 
in full. Pastor given $50 check by each 
congregation. 

Grace, Washington, D. C., Dr. Henry H. 
Ranck, pastor. Confirmation, 9; letter, 13; 
renewal, 8. Offering, $500 on Apportion- 
ment, which is paid in full. Dr. David 
Schley Schaff was guest preacher on Apr. 
22. 

St. John’s, Chambersburg, Pa., Rev. W. 
R. Gobrecht, pastor. Confirmation, 20; 
letter, 11; re-profession, 2; 13 infant bap- 
tisms.  Offering:—current, $225.50; Ap- 
portionment, $226.50. 

St. Mary’s, Silver Run, Md., Rev. Felix 
B. Peck, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
18; letter, 6. Offering:—current, $99.82; 
Apportionment, $284.28, 425 communed. 
500 present when choir sang cantata, ‘‘Im- 
mortality,’’ by Stults. 


St. Stephen’s, Reading, Pa., Dr. Thomas. 


W. Dickert, pastor. Confirmation, 62; let- 
ter, 4; re-profession, 25. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $847; Apportionment, $260; Church 
debt, $3,455. 1,017 communed, largest num- 
ber in history of congregation. 

Glen Rock Charge, Pa., Dr. Samuel M. 
Roeder, pastor. Confirmation, 14. Offer- 
ing:—current, $63; Apportionment, $98. 
Large Communnion service. 235 in Sunday 
School. 29 confirmed during year, and 3 
received by letter. 

Mt. Hermon, Phila., Rev. Charles B. 
Alspach, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
15; letter, 3; re-profession, 4. Offering:— 
current, $372; Apportionment, $234; other 
benevolences, $777. Apportionment will be 
paid in full, 

‘*Our Changing Conception of God,’’ is 
the title of a paper to be read by Dr. Elmer 
L. Coblentz at the Spiritual Conference 
at Lancaster, July 30 to Aug. 3. We can 
imagine no more timely and significant 
topic, nor can we think of any one better 
fitted to discuss it than Dr. Coblentz. 

First Church, Carlisle, Pa., Rev. Roy E. 
Leinbach, pastor, added 12 by confirmation, 
8 by re-profession and 9 by letter; 2 were 
baptized. Easter Day services were held 
at 6.30 A. M., 10.45 and 7.30. A reception 
to the members was held on April 9. 


The editor of the ‘‘Messenger’’ spoke on 
the evening of Apr. 20 in the Presbyterian 
Church, McConnellsburg, Pa. His old 
friend, Rev.-Wm. J. Lowe, is pastor of the 
Federated Reformed and Presbyterian con- 
gregations in that fine town, the capital of 
Fulton Co. 


Communion was held at St. Luke’s 
Church, of Yellow Creek Charge, Pa., Rev. 
D. W. Bicksler, pastor, with good attend- 
ance and fine spiritual interest. At Com- 


NOTICE: On March 24, we received a 
check bearing the signature of ‘‘Margaret 
E. Bender’’ for which we have been unable 
to give the proper credit inasmuch as we 
have no stibscription entered on our lists 
in that exact namé, Will the subscriber 
who sent this cheek, kindly advise us in 
just what name the subscription is entered 
and t6 what posteffice the ‘‘Messenger’’ is 
to bé mailéd 


munion service in St. John’s, on April 15, 
6 we:e confirmed. Offering taken at both 
Churches for Apportionment. 

Easter climaxed a very inspirational sea- 
son of worship in Redeemer’s Church, Lit- 
tlestown, Pa, Rev. A. W. Wright, pastor. 
Additions:—confirmation, 23; letter, 7; re- 
profession, 2. This Chureh is slowly com- 
ing to the fore both in membership and in 
the development of its Building Fund. 

St John’s Church. Orwigsburg, Pa., Rev. 
H. J. Herber, pastor, received 18 by eon- 
firmation. The S. 8. Easter offering was 
over $176, During the first month of the 
campaign to raise the quota for the Sus- 
tentation Fund $771.25 has been con- 
tributed. 

Sharon, Pa., Rev. W. M. Diefenderfer, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 11; let- 
ter, 8; re-profession, 1. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $241; Apportionment, $355; Minis- 
terial. Relief and Sustentation Fund, $373. 
Beautiful 6 A. M. Easter service. Choir 
of 30 voices sang a cantata in the evening. 

Zion Church, York, Pa., Dr. J. Kern Me- 
Kee Pastor, had an attendance of 565 on 
March 27, 599 on Palm Sunday and 705 on 


Haster Day, beating all former records on ° 


these last two days. A program of activi- 
ties up to June 27 has been sent to the 
members of the Church. 

Magnificent decorations featured the 
divine services held in Olivet Church, 
Phila., Rev. Dr. Maurice Sansom, pastor, 
on Sunday evening, April 15, when the 
members of Meridian Sun Lodge, No. 158, 
F. and A, M. with their wives and families 
were the guests of the Church. The pas- 
tor preached on the subject, ‘‘ Every Mason 
a Builder.’’ 

Rey. Dr, Allen R. Bartholomew has ac- 
cepted the invitation of President Darms 
and the graduating class of the Theological 
Seminary of the Mission House to deliver 
the sermon in the Ebenezer Church at She- 
boygan, on Sunday morning, May 6th. He 
will also address the student body of the 
Mission House on Sunday evening. 

St..Paul’s, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. George 
A. Bear, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
26; letter, 2; re-profession, 21. Offering:— 
current, $167.65; Apportionment, $72.46; 


Building Fund, $831.85. Successfully com- 


pleted Building Fund Drive for $2,310 
during Lent, which leaves congregation 
free from debt. 

‘*Prayer and Missions,’’ was the theme 
of Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach at the convention 
of the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, in 
Grace M. E. Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Apr. 
20. Over 1,000 men and 750 women were 
enrolled at this great convention, which 
was in charge of Mr. Fredk. J. Michel, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Laymen’s Movement, 
Chicago. 

St. Mark’s, Reading, Pa., Heys Gustav 
R. Poetter, pastor. Confirmation, 49; let- 
ter, 7; re-profession, 15. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $1,613.97; Apportionment and other 
benevolences, $620.92. Apportionment paid 
in full. 5,400 attended on Palm Sunday. 


NOTICE—The Library of the late Rev. 
L. D. Stockel is for Sale. Information con- 
cerning the same may be obtained by ad- 
dressing The Misses Steckel School, Greens- 
burg, Pa. 


- newal, and 17 by letter, 
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1,230 eommuned in this the largest Re- 
formed Chureh and second largest Protest- 
ant Church i Reading. 

Services were held every night during 
Holy Week in Trinity Chureh, Saxton, Pa., 


Rev. L. C. Gobrecht, pastor. The eantata, 
‘*Hosanna,’’ was given by the choir of 30 
voices. During Lent, the pastor delivered 
49 sermons and addresses at various 
Churehes throughout the community. Dur- 
ing the year 42 new members were added. 
Plans are being made for an every-mem- 
ber canvass, and a D. V. B. 8. 

In announeing the death on April 17 of 
Mr. E. M. Statler, the famous hotel man, 
who controlled the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
New York, and many other great hotels, 
the papers state he was born in Somerset 
Co., Pa., in 1863, and that his father, a 
farmer, ‘‘divided his time between his 
work on the farm and his duties as an 
elder of the German Reformed Chureh.’” 

The Easter season in First Church, Roy- 
ersford, Pa., Rev. A. O, Bartholomew, pas- 
tor, was most enjoyable. Additioms:—con- 
firmation, 10; letter, 4. 175 members com- 
muned. Offerings liberal. The choir rend- 
ered ‘‘The Crucified,’’? by Nevin, on Good 
Friday. The Primary Dept. presented a 
well-arranged program during the 8. 8. 
hour, Palm Sunday morning. 

At Grace Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. Ed- 
win N. Faye, Jr., pastor, the 6.30 A. M. 
Easter service was conducted by the C. E. 
Society, Mrs. A. .P. Isenberg, leader. 
Seated Communion was observed for the 
first time. The choir has adopted the wear- 
ing of vestments, and at the evening Eas- 
ter service, under the leadership of Miss 
Elsie’ Zimmas, presented the cantata, 


- ‘*Alleluia,’’.in a most pleasing manner. 


Christ Church, Hagerstown, Md., Dr. 
Conrad Clever, pastor, added 18 by con- 
firmation, 19 by letter and 3 by re-profes- 
sion. Offering:—current, $191.42; bene- 
volence, $672. Largest Communion in the 
history of the Church. Beautiful Easter 
decorations. The choir gave a cantata 
under the direction of Prof. Charles M. 
Cassel on April 15. A reception was givem 
for the new members on April 16. 

It is most gratifying to report that a 
considerable number have already ordered 
reservations for the great Fellowship Tour 
—the official Reformed Church party to the 
World’s Sunday School Convention. This 
interesting group plans to leave Philadel- 
phia July 5. Be sure to send to Miss C. A, 
Miller, Schaff Building, Phila., for an illus- 
trated booklet showing the fascinating de- 
tails in this great trip. 


The Sunday School basketball team of 
Second Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. 8. C. 
Hoover, pastor, won the championship in 
the Senior Sunday School League of the 
city. Only 2 games were lost and these at 
the beginning of the season before the 
team was fully organized. 


Easter was a glad and triumphant day in 
Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. H. N. 
Kerst, pastor. It was preceded by special — 
mid-week Lenten meetings which were ad- 
dressed by visiting pastors of East Ohio 
Classis. Additions:—45 by confirmation, 
13 by baptism and confirmation, 17 by re- 
21 children were 
baptized. The choir rendered inspiring 
musie on Haster evening. 


Lenten services were conducted every - 
Wednesday night and on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday nights of Holy Week 
in St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. 
Robert Thena, pastor. Additions:—5 by 
confirmation and 6 by letter. Easter o 
ing, for Apportionment, which has be 
paid in full, $261.50; current, $44; Lente 
yeere S from Bible School, ‘$147.50: 
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Mrs. H. W. Elson 


An overwhelming victory was won by 
the anti-Thompson ticket of Illinois April 
11 in the Republican primaries. A heavy 
vote was recorded not only in Chicago, but 
throughout the State. Mrs. Ruth Hanna 
McCormick, widow of Senator Medill Me- 
Cormick, and daughter of the late Senator 
Mareus A. Hanna, of Ohio, received the 
nomination for Congressman at Large. 

Mrs. Evangeline Lindbergh, of Detroit, 
mother of Colonel Charles Lindbergh, re- 
ceived life membership in the Ontario Edu- 
cational Association during her three-day 
visit to Toronto in April. She flew to the 
Canadian city from Detroit. 

A telegram of greetings from President 
Coolidge opened the first business session 
of the eighteenth annual meeting of the 
National Council of the Boy Seouts of 
America April 10 at San Francisco. The 
President was re-elected honorary presi- 
dent. 

Fifteen persons were killed and 39 seri- 
ously injured in a train wreck in Paris, 
April 11. 

Mussolini of Italy is planning to make 
Fascism a permanent regime, by preparing 
to transfer his power to a party for the 
future. A grand council will rule and a 
status of Parliament will be in effect that 
of advisers to the Government. The Elite 
of the rising generations will be tutored in 
fascism through Balilla and Advance 
Guard. The Balilla is a sort of Fascist Boy 
Scout organization which takes hold of the 
youth of Italy to train it in the way Mus- 
solini thinks it should go. From the 
Balilla, Italian youth graduates into the 
Advance Guard and at the age of 18 is 
promoted into membership in the Fascist 
Party. 

One motor vehicle for every 5.13 persons 
or a total of 23,127,315 were registered in 
the United States last year. Of this num- 
ber 2,898,886 were trucks or road tractors. 

Twenty-two banks of issue of leading 
nations were represented at an important 
financial conference which opened April 11 
at the Bank of France, Paris. The Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York and the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board of Washington were 
both represented. 

The Churches of the United States gained 
573,723 new members last year, according 
to ‘‘The Christian Herald,’’ which made 
publie recently its annual religious census 
of the country. 

The Senate April 12 passed the MceNary- 
Haugen farm relief bill by an overwhelm- 
ing vote of 53 to 23—more than two-thirds 
majority. President Coolidge is expected 
to veto it; twenty-eight Democrats lined 
up with 24 Republicans and one Farmer- 
Labor member to pass it. 

Fifteen persons were killed at Milan, 
Italy, by a bomb explosion April 11 and 
50 hurt. A delay in the start of a parade 
at the Fair prevented the death of King 
Victor Emmanuel III. At the same time 
a bomb was found on the track of the rail- 
way over which Premier Mussolini was to 
pass on his recent return from Milan to 
Rome. It is believed that anti-Fascists 
were the plotters. 

On motion of Senator Fess, Republican, 
Ohio, the Senate has set aside May 11 to 
conduct Memorial Services for Senator 
Willis of Ohio. 

Premier Mussolini has sent instructions 
to the Italian Ambassador at Washington 
to sign the arbitration treaty between 
Italy and the United States, replacing the 
expiring Root treaty. The following is 


Mussolini’s announcement in part: 
“‘Ttaly’s signature of this treaty is proof 
of my desire for peace and my regard for 
the pacifie regulation of all international 
relations, ’’ 

The construction of a rayon plant at 
Covington, Va., at initial cost of more than 
$10,000,000 will give regular employment 
to more than 2,000 persons has been an- 
nounced by the Industrial Rayon Corpora- 
tion of Cleveland and New York. 

A new company, to be called the Finance 
Company of Great Brtain and America, 
has been formed by the Imperial Chemical 
Industrias, and several leading industrial- 
ists and financiers of America with a cap- 
ital of $10,200,000. 

Negotiations for a multilateral treaty to 
outlaw war were formally begun April 13 
by the United States with Great Britain, 
Germany, Italy and Japan, when the Amer- 
ican Ambassadors to those countries 
simultaneously presented to their respec- 
tive Foreign Officers a ‘‘suggested draft 
treaty’’ as a basis of discussion. 

The annual growth of timber in Swe- 
den’s forests now exceeds the annual cut- 
ting by nearly 100,000,000 eubic feet, ac- 
cording to a recent report.. Total exports 
of Swedish forest products in 1925, includ- 
ing lumber and other wood products, pulp 
and paper products, reached a value of 
$175,000,000, or approximately one-half 
of the entire exports of the country. 

The German Junkers airplane, the Bre- 
men, which left Ireland April 12, landed 
April 13 on Greenly Island, off the south- 
ern coast of Labrador. The men who made 
this first westward Atlantic flight were 
German, Captain Hermann Koehl, and 
Commandant James Fitzmaurice, Chief of 
the Irish Free State Air Force, as co-pilots, 
and Baron Gunther von Huenefeld, finan- 
cial backer of the flight, as passenger. 
Major Fitzmaurice left the Germans April 
17, in a plane piloted by ‘‘Duke’’ Schiller, 
who went from Canada to their rescue. 

The French fliers, Dieudonne Costes and 
Joseph Lebrix, reached Paris April 14 
from their world tour. A reception which 
was second only to that aecorded Colonel 
Lindbergh, was given them. They left 
Paris last October on the first stage of a 


flight which took them across the South: 


Atlantie to South America in four days. 
In all their flight they only once failed to 
arrive at the time and place they set. 

Thirty-nine persons were killed, 23 miss- 
ing, and 20 injured in an explosion April 
14 at Westplains, Mo. 

The annual Continental Congress of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
opened. April 16, and was addressed by 
President Coolidge. During the session 
Secretary Davis, of the War Department, 
gave a talk on ‘‘Preparedness.’’ The 
President and Mrs. Coolidge received the 
delegates at the White House, and Mrs. 
Herbert Hoover gave a tea in their honor. 

In a radio speech made April 15 in con- 
nection with the inauguration of service 
by two 10,000,000 candle-power beacons 
set up by the Standard Oil Company of 
California at either end of the San Fran- 
cisco-Los Angeles airway, Secretary 
Hoover at Washington said that by 
the end of this year we shall have 30,- 
000 miles of airways. Colonel Charles A. 
Lindbergh, at Denver, touched the button 
that illuminated the beacons. 

The recent resignation of the Rev. Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise from the Administrative 
Committee of the Zionist Organization of 
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America has been accepted by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the organization. When 
Dr. Wise’s resignation was announced on 
March 30, the step was seen as a new 
‘‘split’’ in the Zionist ranks, caused by 
disagreement over international policy in 
the organization whose purpose is to re- 
habilitate Palestine as the national home 
of the Jews. 

A recent report of the Federal Reserve 
Bank puts the monetary gold of the world 
at $9,475,000,000. 

The discovery of a new comet has been 
announced by the Observatory of Paris. 
M. Giacobini, the French observer, has 
more than 20 comet discoveries to his 
eredit. 

E. M. Statler, founder and owner of the 
Statler chain of 7 hotels throughout the 
East, died April 16 in New York City, at 
the age of 64. 

Before an audience including the Presi- 
dent, Vice-President and members of Con- 
gress and delegates to the D. A. R. con- 
vention, a bronze statue of General An- 
drew Jackson, seventh President of the 
United States was placed in Statuary Hall 
in the Capitol. It was the gift of the 
State of Tennessee to the Nation. 
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hen Sunday Comes 


By John Andrew Holmes 

Query for questionnaire about 
prospective pastor: ‘‘Can he fight 
the devil without making him mad? 
As that influential person has strong 
supporters in our Church, we need a 
minister with more tact than any- 
thing else.’’ 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


BETTER CHILDREN 

Text, Matthew 18:14, ‘‘Even so it is not 
the will of your Father who is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should 
perish.’’ 

Jesus loves little children. When He 
was on earth in bodily form, He said, 
‘‘Suffer the little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto Me: for to such 
belongeth the kingdom of heaven.’’ He 
loves them just as much today, and is able 
to do more for a larger number of children 
than He could then. 

Jesus taught us that God loves the little 
children. He says, ‘‘See that ye despise 
not one of these little ones: for I say unto 
you, that in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of My Father who is in 
heaven.’’ After telling how a shepherd, 
having a hundred sheep, and one of them 
went astray, would go into the mountains 
to seek ‘the lost sheep, leaving the ninety- 
nine in the fold; and when he finds it, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety- 
nine which were safe in the fold: ‘‘Even 
so,’’ He adds, ‘‘it is not the will of your 
Father who is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish.’’ 

Loving the children so much, and caring 
for them so tenderly, I am sure our 
Heavenly father is pleased when we do 
anything for their welfare. Jesus says, 
‘‘Whoso shall receive one such little 
child in My name receiveth Me: but whoso 
shall cause one of these little ones that be- 
lieve on Me to stumble, it is profitable for 
him that a great millstone should be 
hanged about his neck, and that he should 
be sunk in the depth of the sea.’’ 

From the time that Jesus laid His hands 
upon little children to bless them, nineteen 
hundred years ago, down to the present 
time, more has been done for the welfare 
of children during the past twenty-five 
years than in any other period of equal or 
much greater length. 

The Christian people of the world, it 
seems, are just beginning to realize what 
the will of God for little children has al- 
ways been, and are trying to fulfill it in a 
larger measure than ever before. If they 
had always been wide-awake to their duty 
a story like the following would not be 
possible. A poor little boy was found 
standing in the streets of a city by a kind- 
hearted man. The child was lean and thinly 
clad, bearing the marks of hunger and 
poverty. ‘‘What are you doing here?’’ 
inguired the man, The boy replied: ‘‘I am 
waiting for God to come.’’ ‘‘What do you 
mean?’’ inquired the man, touched by the 
strangeness of his reply. The poor little 
boy responded: ‘‘Mother and father and 
my little brother died, and my mother said 
God would come and take care of me. 

’ 


Won’t He come?’’ ‘*Yes,’’? replied the 
man, ‘‘I have come.’’ ‘‘Mother never told 
me a lie,’’ said the little boy, ‘‘I know 
you would come; but you have been so long 
on the way.’’ God helps the little children 
through His people and what they do for 
them. 

In our country, the first of May has come 
to be known as ‘‘Child Health Day,’’ and 
its slogan is ‘‘Better children for our 
nation; a better nation for our children.’’ 

Mr. Herbert Hoover has drawn up the 
Child’s Bill of Rights, as follows: ‘‘The 


_ideal to which we should strive is that 


there shall be no child in America: 

That has not been born under proper con- 
ditions. 

That does not live in hygienie surround- 
ings. 

That ever suffers from undernourishment. 

That does not have prompt and efficient 
medical attention and inspection, 

That does not receive primary instruc- 
tion in the elements of hygiene and good 
health. 

That has not the complete birthright of 
a sound mind in a sound body. 

That has not the encouragement to ex- 
press in fullest measure the spirit within, 
which is the final endowment of every hu- 
man being.’’ 

The complete child in its threefold na- 
ture, body, mind and spirit, must be care- 
fully looked after. 

Much has been done for the health of 
the children of our country, and since the 
opening of this century the death rate of 
infants has been cut in half. In my own 
ministry I have noticed a great improve- 
ment in the health of the children. It is a 
rare thing to be called upon to officiate at 
a child’s funeral, the highest number re- 
cently having been three or four in a year, 
and sometimes as low as one, while twenty 
to twenty-five years ago there were from 
twelve to fifteen in a year. The number 
of deaths by accident, however, has in- 
creased within recent years, and the pres- 
ent campaign for safety, especially child 
safety, is a very timely one. 

I regret to say that there are still some 
ministers who try to comfort sorrowing 
parents by telling them that the death of 
their child was God’s will, and yet Jesus 
says in our text, ‘‘It is not the will of your 
Father who is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish.’’ 

God wants children to be well and happy 
and to grow to manhood and womanhood, 
but when they are afflicted with disease, 
or injured by accident, so that their frail 
little bodies are not able to fight the battle, 
then it is that in love and mercy He de- 
livers them out of their suffering and takes 
them in His arms and carries them in His 
bosom to ‘‘the Home for little children 
above the bright blue sky.’’ 

The study of conditions has revealed the 
fact that in some cities the death rate of 
children is double that of other cities. 
Local conditions must be the cause of this 
great difference. It has been found, for 
instance, that a baby born in Milwaukee 
has a smaller chance of growing up than 
one born in New York City, and that 
babies born in Pittsburgh have only half 
the chance of living which babies born in 
Portland, Oregon, have. In a large number 
of our smaller cities the children are get- 
ting only half the health protection they 
ought to have. 

The mental life of our children is being 
trained in better schools than our country 


has ever had before. The school buildings 
themselves are more sanitary, comfortable, 
and better suited to the needs of children 
than at any previous time. And our 
schools are also becoming health centres, 
where baby welfare stations are estab- 
lished and clinics are held where the teeth 
and organs of the children are examined. 

And the spiritual welfare of the children 
of our country is receiving the attention 
of consecrated men and women, who co- 
operate with the home to produce the best 
possible results in character building. In 
many cases Church School buildings are 
erected which are equipped with apparatus 
to carry on the graded work which is in 
the hands of trained teachers. Of course, 
there is much room for improvement in 
most cases, but much progress has been 
made in this direction within recent years. 

The child of today has more changes to 
have a sound mind in a sound body, con- 
trolled by a devout spirit, than the child 
of any other age in the world’s history. 
All this ought to result in producing better 
children than those of any other period of 
the Christian era. Only as we produce 
better children can we have a better coun- 
try and a better world. 

But we ought not to be so selfish as to 
forget the children in other parts of the 
world, especially in heathen lands. To 
help to make other children better will 
bring a greater blessing to our own chil- 
dren and will exalt the childhood of the 
world. 

I close with a poem whose author I do 
not know: 


“Tf you should find a little lamb 
Out in the dark and eold, 
You’d want to take it home, I know, 
And put it in its fold. 


‘«And you would give it food to eat, 
And make it snug and warm; 
You’d put it in the shepherd’s care, 
Lest it should come to harm. 


‘‘Christ’s little lambs are not all safe, 
They’re wandering everywhere; 
If we love Him as Peter did, 
Then aren’t they in our care? 


“*So let us lead them back to Him, 
Our Shepherd, strong and good; 
His fold is large enough for all, 
And He will give them food.’’ 


WORD PAINTERS 
Visitor—‘‘ How does the land lie out this 
way??? 
Native—‘‘It ain’t the land that lies; 
it’s the real-estate agents.’’—Good Hard- 
ware. 


MODERN ALCHEMY 
He—‘‘ My dear, our engagement must be 
off. A fortune-teller has told me I shall 
marry a blonde within a month.’’ 
She—‘‘Oh, that’s all right; I can be a 
blonde within a month.’’—Passing Show 
(London). 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Some people seem bent on making 
a parody of what God meant in 
them for poetry. me 
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A QUARTER 


A new version of an old one: 

“*T am two-bits, one quarter, 
cents. 

“*T am one-fortieth the price of a good 
seat for a popular show in New York. 

**T am exactly one-third of the cheapest 
Pullman fare. 

“*T am the price of a box of cigarettes. 

**T am one-fourth the cost of a good 
flower for a coat lapel. 

“*T am one-eighth the price of a pound 
box of the best candy. 

“*T am one-tenth of what a novel costs. 

**T am just one-half the price of a copy 
of Henry Menchen’s monthly ‘American 
Wine Press.’ 

*‘T am a very small allowance for any 
modern kid. 

‘*T am just about nothing at the grocer’s 
and less at the butcher’s. 

**T am laughed at in a night club. 

“*T make no impression on the price of 
a tire or a radio. 

**T am perhaps one-twentieth of what it 
costs to fill the gas tank for a Sunday ride. 

‘*But—But! 

‘“When I go to Church on Sunday—if I 
do— 

“¢Then—Then! 

*“T can throw out my chest and pull up 
my socks! 

““Por when I am put on the collection 
plate I am certainly some money.’’—Eve- 
lyn A. Cummins in The Living Church. 


twenty-five 


‘*What are you fishing for, little boy?”? 

“Whales. ’? 

‘“But there are no whales in this pond??? 

“No, nor anything else, so I might just 
as well fish for whales.’’ 


Positively no more baptizing in my pas- 
ture. Twice in the last two months my 
gate has been left open, and I can’t afford 
to chase cattle all over the country just to 
save a few sinners.—Hardware Age. 


Bible Thought This Week 


OMNIPOTENT CARE:— 

The Lord shall preserve thy 

going out and thy coming in from this 

time forth, and even for evermore.—Psalm 
121:8. 


Family Altar Column 


The Rev. Urban Clinton Gutelius 
April 30-May 6. 

Thought: ‘‘For every one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.’’?’ Luke 
14:11. 


Memory Hymn: ‘‘When Morning Gilds 
the Skies.’’ 


Monday, April 30—Greatness Through Ser- 
vice. Mark 10:35-45. 


Here we have an interpretation of great- 
ness that was new and different. Roman 
imperialism had made political and finan- 
cial power the symbol of greatness. ‘‘But 
it is not so among you,’’ said Jesus to the 
Twelve. The spirit of the gospel is en- 
tirely different from that which prevails 
among worldly and_ self-seeking men. 
Humble, personal, practical service must 
characterize the followeis of Him who ac- 
tually gave His own life as a ransom (to 
set free) for many who were both His 
friends and His enemies. Dr. Marcus Whit- 
man demonstrated true greatness in giving 
up a lucrative practice as a physician and 
in becoming the pioneer missionary among 
the Rocky Mountain whites. 
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Prayer: O Thou. Whose Name is above 
every name, grant us Thy spirit of sacri- 
ficial service. May we be first in render- 
ing a wise and efficient ministry amongst 
our fellowmen in order that they may be 
released from the enslavement of ignor- 
ance and indifference. Amen. 


Tuesday, May 1—Humble Service. 
13:12-20. 


The king and queen of Spain are said 
to wash the feet of twenty-six beggars 
(18 men and 13 women) on Good Friday. 
We trust they are following this annual 
custom according to the mind of the Mas- 
ter. Two proper and noble motives actu- 
ated Him in washing the feet of the Apos- 
tles. He desired to demonstrate (1) true 
greatness in service, (2) true humility in 
service. Out of it all He drew the two- 
fold lesson of mutual love and brotherly 
regard, In other words, He taught us that 


John 


‘‘Humility is that low, sweet root, 
From which all heavenly virtues shoot.’’ 


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may we realize that 
we are but Thy servants and that in ser- 
vice and humility we are not above Thee, 
our Master. Grant us grace in order that 
we may daily perform those simple acts of 
love and kindness which made Thee fair- 
est among ten thousand, the One altogether 
lovely. Amen. 


Wednesday, May 2—The Call to Service. 
Acts 26:12-20. 


Paul was engaged in a work that he 
thought was perfectly proper and laudable. 
With an awful suddenness he was com- 
manded to reverse his course and espouse 
the cause he was so earnestly and strenu- 
ously opposing. Fortunately, he was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision. The 
rich young ruler was also called upon to 
reverse the course of his life and heed the 
challenge to adopt a program of real sacri- 
fice, service, obedience and humility. Un- 
fortunately, he made ‘‘the great refusal.’ 
Calls for real service are coming to us to- 
day perhaps more distinctly and impor- 
tunately than in any other age. Are we 
following the example of tent-maker or 
the money-maker? 

Prayer: 

“Jesus calls us: by Thy mercies, 

Savior, may we hear Thy eall, 
Give our hearts to Thy obedience, 
Serve and love Thee best of all.’’ 


Thursday, May 3—Obedient Service. Matt. 
8:5-13. 

Jesus marveled not simply because He 
discovered so great faith in the: Roman 
centurion, but also because He discovered a 
man who was. willing to obey implicitly 
and immediately a command that was 
given by One in authority. No thought is 
more timely for us than this. Because 
there are so many in our midst who seem 
to be perfectly ready to render service, 
but not in obedience to any authority out- 
side of their own ideas and notions. Too 
many are actually insisting on being a law 
unto themselves and in practicing a liberty 
(?) that is really license. For our personal, 
social, political and spiritual welfare we 
must, somehow or other, learn, as soon as 
possible, the absolute necessity of obeying 
divine and human authority in rendering 
a service that will stand the test of value 
and permanence. With our Savior we must 
go even unto Gethsemane and say:—‘‘Thy 
will, O Lord, not mine, be done.’? 

Prayer: Our Father Who art in Heaven, 
Thy will be done in earth, we pray Thee, 
as it is done in Heaven. In obedience to 
Thy Word and Spirit help us to serve and 
glorify Thee day by day. In faith, charity 
and humility may our lives be hid with 
Christ in God. Amen, 
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Friday, May 4—The Service of Suffering. 
Heb. 2:1-10. 

Undoubtedly the greatest service in the 
history of the human race was rendered by 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. For, 
““He is the propitiation for our sins; and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world.’’ And again: ‘‘ Without 
the shedding of blood there is no remis- 
sion’’—forgiveness of sins. Yes, ‘all the 
time He lived on earth, but especially at 
the end of His life He bore in His body 
and soul the wrath of God against the sin 
of the whole human race, in order that by 
His passion (suffering) as the only atoning 
sacrifice He might redeem our body and 
soul from everlasting damnation and ob- 
tain for us the grace of God, righteousness 
and eternal life.’’ 

Prayer: ‘‘By Thy Baptism, Fasting, 
Temptation; by Thine Agony and bloody 
Sweat; by Thy Cross and Passion (suffer- 
ing) and by Thy precious death and burial, 
Good Lord deliver us. Amen. 


Saturday, May 5—Humbled and Exalted. 
Phil. 2:1-11. 

The Son of God not only stripped Him- 
self of His Heavenly glory, but also stoop- 
ed to die, yes, to die on a cross. No hu- 
miliation could possibly have been greater. 
But ‘‘in consequence of this, God has also 
highly exalted Him and conferred on Him 
the Name that is supreme above every 
other.’’ Here, then, is a law of life and 
development which we must recognize if 
we would become kings and princes unto 
God. But no law is more difficult to obey. 
It strikes a deadly blow at ‘‘the pride of 
life.’”? To many it may seem like an ab- 
solute self-effacement and annihilation. 
But no one can deny the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. ‘‘He that loseth his life for 
My sake shall find it.’’ These words 
should be sufficient for the assurance of 
the humble and sincere believer, : 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, find for us, we be- 
seech Thee, some place where we may 
render a quiet, unseen service which shall 
help a friend and glorify Thee. May we 
find this place among the lowly and the 
sorrowful, away from the notice and ap- 
plause of men. For Thou seest in secret 
and Thou wilt reward openly. Amen, 


Sunday, May 6—Jehovah’s Promise to His 
Servant. Isa, 42:1-9, 


For beauty and sublimity there is noth- 
ing superior to these words in human 
language. And when we remember that 
they were actually verified and exemplified 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord, they are the 
more impressive. For if they were ful- 
filled nineteen centuries ago they will again 
be fulfilled when He cometh to make up His 
jewels. Pillowing His weary head upon 
these and other precious promises the true 
Christian may abide securely and serenely 
under the shadow of the Almighty, confi- 
dently awaiting ‘four common consumma- 
tion and bliss in the glorious resurrection 
of the last day.’? 

Prayer: For all Thy precious prophecies 
and promises, O Lord, Jehovah, we give 
Thee hearty thanks! We especially praise 
Thee for their glorious fulfillment and 
realization in Christ Jesus, our Savior. By 
faith may we catch a vision of that place 
which He has gone to prepare for us, 
““where there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor erying, neither shall 
there be any pain. For the former things 
are passed away’’ In His Name. Amen. 


A collection attorney received an ae- 
count accompanied by a request that he 

‘move heaven and earth to get this scoun- 
drel.’’? He replied: ‘‘There ‘would be no 
use in moving either locality in this in- 
stance. The debtor died last week.’’— 
Utica Gas and Electric News. 
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THE APPEAL 


He glanced at the beautiful woman be- 
side him, his look heavy with anxiety and 
humble pleading, but she was unconscious 
of his appeal. For long moments he 


watched her, struggling with his emotion, 
desiring, yet afraid, to ask the question 
that trembled on his lips. At last he spoke, 
wistfully, yearningly: 

“*Ma, e’n I have the little piece of pie 
that was left over from dinner?’’—Goblin. 


PUZZLE BOX 


ANSWERS TO A ‘‘MAN’’ HUNT 


1. Mandate; 2. Manager; 3. Manikin; 4. 
Manna; 5. Manufacture; 6. Mansion; 7. 
Manner; 8. Mansard; 9. Mantel; 10. Man- 
tle; 11. Manipulate; 12. Mandolin; 13. 
Manicure; 14. Manifold; 15. Manuscript; 


16. Mandrake; 17. Manumit; 18. Mangler. 


—A. M. 8. 


STICK A ‘‘PIN’’ IN THESE 


1. <A sleeveles apron. 
2. Seen on the 4th of July. 
3. A very small hole. 
4, It holds many pins. 
5. Your chicken wears it. 
6. Two handles, two jaws and a pivot. 
7. A lyrie poet of Greece. 
8. Oh for the wings of a dove! 
9. You can’t climb higher. 
A six or eight oared boat. 
11. Having the shape of a feather. 
A game of cards. 
—A. M. §. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene 8S. DeChant 

P. S. 1—Our Milton Faust, of Spring 
Grove, is a Boy Scout. He just sent me his 
picture. He’s in uniform and saluting me! 

P, S. 2—Bobby and Jimmy Hess, of 
Avon, Pa., have sent me another ‘‘salted 
peanuts’’ s’prise. 

P. S. 3—Thirty-nine new members: 2 
from Timberville, Va., 26 more from Trans- 
fer and New Hamburg (plus twins: Eliza- 
beth and Louise Gamble); 5 from Concord, 
N. C.,—the Barrier cousins; and 8 more 
from Greencastle from the Rev. G. E. Plott, 
who asked for 100 more cards! We wel- 
come each one, gladly. 

Pp. S. 4 Our Warlick twins, Mt. Pleas- 
ant, N. C., surely are prize winners. In 
1925 and 1926 they won gold medals in 
declamation contests for 6th and 7th 
graders, And now they’ve won again: 
Richard Hoy won first place in the same 
kind of contest, for his speech ‘‘On the 
Death of Lafayette,’’? and Hal Gerhard, 
second place for his ‘‘ Work Done For Hu- 
manity.’’ Richard goes on to Concord for 
another, more important ‘‘try-out.’’ Your 
Birthday Lady heard them practice their 
orations in their father’s Church. And 
many Good Turns did they do for me while 
I was a guest of their parents and of them. 
And they have a dog with two names: one 
of them calls him Trooper and the other 
calls him Ritz! Oh! Yes! And they gave 
me a button for my coat. It’s red and in 
white letters are these words: ‘‘Get 
Happy!”’ 

P. S. last time—Watch for a s’prise next 
week form Mt. Zion parsonage, York. 

‘‘Get Happy!’’ greetings this week to 
all my elub folks who win contests, who 
pass scout tests, and who sell peanuts to 
earn money for new neckties, ’n’every- 
thing. 


BIRDS AND THEIR SONGS 


Mrs. Henry W. Elson 


CHAPTER VI 
IN THE MEADOW—BOBOLINK 
Merrily swing on brier and weed, 
Near to the nest of his little dame 
Over the mountain-side or mead, 
Robert of Lincoln is telling his name! 
Bob-o’link, bob-o’link, 
Spink, spank, spink; 
Snug and safe is that nest of ours, 
Hidden among the summer flowers. 
Chee, chee, chee. 
—Bryant. 


Conrad and Sara, with grandfather fol- 
lowing, turned into the meadow one bright 
June morning, when the sun was sending 
his golden beams over the tall trees and 
the thick grasses. 

Every few steps they stopped to gather 
butter-cups—whole families of them— 
daddies, mothers, and dear little buds 
that were just spreading out their tiny- 
butter colored dresses, and smiling at the 
sunbeams that were helping them so joy- 
fully. 

Now and then the children would pick a 
large red clover blossom and suck the 
honey from its petals. 

Here where the grass grew thick and 
high among the clover blossoms and daisies 
Sara heard a faint sound and saw some 
blades of grass moving in front of her. 
Kneeling O, so quietly down, she parted 
the grasses softly, and there safe and 
warm rested a nest with five tiny baby 
birds cuddled close together. This little 
home was a cup-shaped hollow in the 
ground slightly protected by a thin lining 
of tender plantain leaves and tufts of soft 
grasses, 

‘“Where are the parents?’’ asked Con- 
rad. 

Just then the children spied two birds 
high above them on the branches of an elm 
tree. Grandfather called them bobolinks. 
They seemed to be talking together while 
their babies slept and grew strong for the 
long journeys they would take when they 
were larger birds. 

‘“*TLet us draw the curtain of grasses,’’ 
said grandfather, ‘‘and leave the birdies 
now to sleep again, and another day we 
will visit them.’’ 

For several days the children found 
their way to the meadow. Sometimes they 
stopped and wove daisy chains as they 
walked along. They would watch in the 
bright sunshine the parade of plumage of 
the birds. They would listen to the tink- 
ling sounds of cymbals and bells and sweet 
tones that seemed to be rushing, racing, 
gurgling, bubbling, and rippling forth 
from the throat of Daddy Bobolink. 

‘‘What a wonderful song it is!’’ said 
Sara. ‘‘Does the bobolink do most of his 
singing while circling in the air?’’ 

‘¢Yes, you would think that this little 
acrobat was trained for the circus,’’ re- 
plied grandfather. ‘‘See the skillful way 
he uses his wigs and tail to steer and 
balance himself. 


‘« «Every one’s a funny fellow, everyone’s 

a little mellow 

Follow, follow, follow, o’er the hill and 
in the hollow! 

Merrily, merrily, there they hie, now 
they rise and now they fly; 

They cross and turn, and in and out and 
down in the middle, and wheel 
about.’ 


‘‘The most joyful song of the bobolink 
is given on the wing altho he warbles 
merrily whether in the grasses or on bush 
and tree.’? 

“‘Bob-o’link—Bobo-’link,’’ from the 
midst of the clover and daisies the children 
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saw him start and fly, singing his gleeful 
song. 

“*Listen,’’ said grandfather, ‘‘how often 
he seems to be saying ‘bob-o’link, bob-o” 
link,’ from which he gets his name. Hig 
is the only bird song Mr. Mockingbird can- 
not imitate.’’ 

As this merriest of our meadow songsters 
was flying here and there, up and down, 
whirling around, he seemed so proud of 
his shining cap, his handsome suit of black 
and white with buff color trimmings that 
grandfather said: 

"See, 


‘Robert of Lincoln is gayly drest, 
Wearing a bright black wedding coat, 
White are his shoulders and white his 
crest, 
Hear him eall in his merry note, 
Bob-o’link, bob-o’link, 
Spink, spank, spink, 
Look what a nice new coat is mine, 
Sure there never was a bird so fine. 
Chee, chee, chee.” 7? 


‘His tail feathers sharp pointed and 
stiff, are like Mr. Woodpecker’s,’’ ob- 
served Conrad, ‘‘and see what long legs 
and claws he has,’? ; 

Each day when the children visited the 
nest and parted the soft green curtains 
the baby birds opened their mouths for 
food. On the seventh day when they came 
to the nest it was empty. Where were the 
birds? 

Conrad wandered about, looking up into 
the tree-tops; but the family of Bobolinks 
had gone. ‘ 

The next day, when the children were 
gathering flowers by the roadside that 
skirted the meadow, what did they see but 
Mother Bobolink with a worm in her 
mouth, flying above them. 

On she flew, and then dropping to the 
ground she disappeared for a few moments, 
then up and away again. 

‘“‘Now I know,’’ said Sara, ‘‘she wil? 
come back and teach the birdies to fly. 
Let’s hide in yonder grass.’’ 

Sara was right, Mother Bobolink soon re- 
turned, and then the tiny ones flew a very 
little distance, then down to the ground 
again, Mother Bobolink talking to them in 
her sweetest voice. She looked very dif- 
ferent from Daddy Bobolink, clad in her 
modest shades of brown. For that reason the 
poet calls her, ‘‘Robert of Lincoln’s 
Quaker wife.’’ But he wears his gay, fes- 
tive suit only when he is courting her and 
helping her with the babies. He is not so 
fine a gentleman that he will not work. In 
the autumn his suit is very much like that 
of his modest and quiet little wife. 

After that day in the roadside the bobo- 
links were seen no more by the children, 
altho their voices were heard for some 
weeks in the woods. 

As the season advanced Daddy Bobo- 
link became less musical and finally he 
gave only a single clinking note like that 
of Mother Bobolink. His glad season was: 
over. Throwing off his minstrel suit and 
his shining black cap, and leaving his song 
programs behind him, he began his long 
journey to their winter resort in South 
America. 

Stopping on the way the Bobolinks 
visited the reedy marshes of the rivers 
where these little travelers are called 
“‘Reedbirds,’’? and later they tarried in 
the rice fields of Georgia and the Caro- 
linas. Here they met families and families 
of bobolinks where they are better known 
as Rice birds. These birds like rice bet- 
ter than farmers like them. 

Next spring Daddy Bobolink will be 
back again with his joyous voice in all his 
gay attire. 

Then this merry minstrel will need no 
introduction from grandfather, for the 
children will say: 

‘««T know the saucy chap, I see his shin- 
ing cap g 

Bobbing in the clover there—see, 

see!?'?? 


see 
Ty 
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Woman's Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


One of the interesting reports heard at 
the 31st annual meeting of the W. M. 8. 
of Tohickon Classis, held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Sellersville, was that of the 
Thank-Offering Secretary. She announced 
that the Thank-Offering gifts, from the 
twenty-five groups using the _ boxes, 
amounted to $1,809.09. Devotional services 
were led by Mrs. J. P. Moore and Mrs. 
Pattie Mae Rothtrock, both of Lansdale. 
Hearty greetings to the delegates were 
given by Mrs. Mahlon Rickhart, of the 
hostess society. Mrs. Norman Zendi, 
Souderton, responded. Mrs. William E. 
Hoy was the speaker of the day and her 
talk was a joy and an inspiration to all. 
Upon request, she spoke briefly on the need 
for the proposed missionary home in Lan- 
easter. Tohickon Classical W. M. S. has 
given, to date, $714 for this project. Two 
well presented playlets were enjoyed—one 
by the Telford W. M. S., ‘‘That Woman;’’ 
and the other by the Sellersville G. M. G., 
‘“‘That Pill Box.’’ The conference of de- 
partmental secretaries, held at noon, and 
the challenging address of the president, 
Mrs. Freeman, helped all the workers to 
take new enthusiasm back to their socic- 
ties. Delegates were elected to represent 
this Classical Society at the Eastern Syno- 
dical Convention, which will be held in 
Doylestown, Tohickon Classis; and also at 
the General Synodical Convention in 192), 
The fall meeting will be entertained by 
the Indian Creek Church and the spring 
meeting by the Souderton Society. The 
music by Rev. and Mrs. Sheply added 
much to the enjoyment of the sessions. 
Mrs. E. E. Althouse, Sellersville, led the 
closing consecration service and the bene- 
diction was pronounced by the Rev. J. P. 
Moore. 


The 40th annual session of the W. M.S. 
of Lancaster Classis was held in St. An- 
drew’s Church, Laneaster, Pa., April 12, 
with the president, Mrs. H. C. Stauffer, 
Harrisburg, presiding. Morning roll eall 
revealed the presence of six officers, nine 
secretaries and seventy-one delegates. 
The visitors brought the total attendance 
up to 150. The morning was devoted to 
reports of officers, secretaries and dele- 
gates to Eastern Synodical meeting. After 
a delicious luncheon, served by the hos- 
tesses, the business was resumed. An in- 
vitation from Second Church, Harrisburg, 
was accepted for the next annual meeting. 
The yearly letter from Miss Mary Ger- 
hard, Japan, was read and enjoyed. Two 
beautiful solos were sung by Mrs. M. R. 
Haldy, Lancaster. The theme of the con- 
vention being ‘‘Prayer’’ and the project 
before the body being that of the pro- 
posed missionary home in Lancaster, the 
address of the afternoon was appropriately 
given by Mrs. William E, Hoy, who told 
most impressively of the work in China. 
Her plea for the missionary home was the 
more effective because the knowledge of 
the great need was gained from her per- 
sonal experience. Election of officers re- 
sulted as follows: President, Mrs. Paul 
Shaffner, Lancaster; 1st Vice-President, 
Mrs. H. C. Stauffer, Harrisburg; 2nd Vice- 
President, Mrs. H. W. Keitel, Harrisburg; 
Ree. Sec’y, Mrs. C. H. Gordinier, Millers- 
ville; Cor. Sec’y, Mrs. R. H. Dotterer, 
Lancaster; Stat. Sec’y, Miss Minnie Baus- 
man, Millersville; Treas., Mrs. EH. G. Un- 
derwood, Harrisburg; Hist., Mrs. D. W. 
Gerhard, Lancaster. ~ 


Notice: The annual meeting of the W. 
M. 8. of Goshenhoppen Classis will be held 
Saturday, May 5, in Wentz Church, Wor- 
cester, Pa. 
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in the art of its preparation. 


preachers, including: 


DEAN INGE 


ANGLO-AMERICAN 
PREACHING 


EDITED AN WitTH AN INTRODUCTION BY 
HOBART D. McKEEHAN, B.D., S.T.M. 


These sermons are from men at the very peak of their calling, 
whose greatness consists in the eternity of their message no less than 


A group of remarkable sermons by both English and American 


GEORGE ANGIER GORDON 
HERBERT HENSLEY HENSON 


JosEPpH Fort NEWTON 

ERNEST WILLIAM BARNES 
NEWELL Dwicut HIttis 

Lynn HAroLp HouGcH 

LEYTON RICHARDS 

FREDERICK FRANKLIN SHANNON 


The contrast between British and American preaching is an 


interesting study. Price, $1.75. 


1505 RAcE STREET 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


On April 18, the W. M. S. of Trinity 
Church, Collegeville, Pa., was hostess to 
the G. M. G. and both enjoyed a most de- 
lightful evening of fellowship. Mrs. Yen- 
ser, president of the Woman’s Society, wel- 


comed the guests. Mrs. G. L. Omwake and 
Mrs. J. M.S. Isenberg, the committee, had 
arranged a program of instrumental music, 
story and song, followed by games and re- 
freshments. Miss Honeyman entertained 
with piano solos; Miss Schneider, of Ur- 
sinus College, with a number of readings, 
and Miss Hinkle with songs and a brief 
talk, At the close of the evening the 
girls ‘‘yelled’’ their appreciation to those 
who had made this meeting possible. 


The spring convention of the W. M. S8. 
of Lebanon Classis was held in Grace 
Church, Avon. The morning session was 
devoted to the hearing of reports and the 
transaction of business. The report of the 
treasurer, Miss Virginia Witmer, showed 
receipts of $3,125.98 and expenditures 
amounting to $2,979.64 throughout the 
year. Following the reading of this re- 
port, Mrs. D. A. Frantz, on behalf of the 
Executive Board, presented a Life Mem- 
bership to Miss Witmer, in token of her 
many years of faithful service as Classical 
Treasurer. A conference for members. and 
workers in the G, M. G. was held under 
the direction of Miss Ruth Whiskeyman, 
Classical Secretary of the Guild. An open 
forum, in which the work of the local 
societies was discussed, concluded the 
morning session. The afternoon meeting 
was inspirational in character, the pro- 
gram including a processional of the G. M. 
G., led by Miss Whiskeyman, a demon- 
stration by the local Mission Band, and an 
exceptionally well prepared pageant pre- 
sented by the G. M. G. of Grace Church, 


Avon. Miss Irma Ohl, returned missionary 
from China, addressed the convention, 
Miss Ohl spoke of her experiences in China 
and, upon request, stressed the need for a 
missionary home. A ‘feature of this pro- 
gram was the reading, by Mrs. Warren C. 
Hess, wife of the pastor loci, entitled, 
‘‘Jean Valjean and the Bishop.’’ The 
following officers were elected: Pres., Mrs. 
D. A. Frantz; 1st Vice-Pres., Mrs. Charles 
Slinghoff; 2nd Vice-Pres., Mrs. Sarah Bru- 
baker; Rec. See’y, Miss Elsie Bickel; Cor, 
See’y, Miss Alice Shaak; Treas., Miss Vir- 
ginia Witmer. Delegates to W. M. S. of 
Estern Synod, primarius, Miss Virginia 
Witmer, secundus, Mrs. Charles Slinghoff. 
The fall institute will be held in St. Elias’ 
Chureh, Newmanstown. 


A number of interesting and inspiring 
addresses were heard at the thirty-second 
annual session of the W. M. S. of North 
Carolina Classis, held in Grace Church, 
Newton, N. C., April 10, 11, 12, with 116 
delegates present. All departmental secre- 
taries had splendid reports. The Rey. 
Sterling Whitener, who spoke on the sub- 
ject, ‘‘Why Missionaries Left China;?? 
Mrs. C. K. Stiedly, an evangelist of the 
M. E, Church; Dean Shuford Peeler, of 
Catawba College; Mrs. C. C. Bost, General 
Synodical Secretary of Temperance; Rev. 
Milton Whitener, High Point, N. ©; 
and the Rev. George Longaker, of Hickory, 
all added greatly to the information and 
inspiration of those attending the con- 
vention. A demonstration, ‘‘Your Place, 
My Place and Any Place,’’ was given by 
the Newton W. M. 8. The G. M. G. from 
the same Church presented ‘‘Back- 
grounds.’’ Rev. Mr. W. C. Lyerly con- 
ducted the Recognition Service for socie- 
ties attaining the standard of excellence, 
The W. M.S. of Hickory and that of High 
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Point, and the G. M. G. of Newton received 
the banners. Memorial hour was in charge 
of Mrs. Edgar Whitener. Mrs. H. L. Mis- 
enheimer conducted the closing consecra- 
tion service. A solo by Mrs. J. H. Shu- 
ford added to the worship of the devotional 
period in charge of Rev. Mr. Longaker. 


The 43rd annual meeting of the W. M. 
S. of Phila. Classis was held in Mt. Her- 
mon Church, Phila., the Rev. C. B. Alspach, 
D. D., pastor. Devotions were in charge 
of Mrs. Fillman and Mrs. Knoll. Greet- 
ings were extended in the name of the 
Church by Rev. Mr. Alspach, and from the 
hostess society by its president, Mrs, Fell. 
Mrs. C. H. Wolford, Ascension Church, 
Norristown, responded. Four new Guilds 
were organized during the year: Grace, 
Heidelberg, Palatinate and _ Trinity 
Churches, Phila. Banners were awarded 
to the following front line societies: Six 
G. M. G., two W. M.S., and one M. B. The 
Chureh Building Fund of $1,000 was com- 
pleted. Impressive memorial services were 
conducted by Miss E. C. Beyer in honor of 
those who had passed to their eternal home 
during the year. To Mrs. Hoy, the speaker 
of the afternoon, the beloved Mother Hoy, 
of the Chinese and Japanese and of us all, 
a pre-Mother’s Day token, in the form of a 
bouquet of white carnations, was given 
after her informing address. The Institute 
will be held in Christ Church, Norristown, 
and the G. M. G. Institute in Mt. Hermon 
Church, Phila., on Sat., Oct. 6. The clos- 
ing consecration service was in charge of 
Mrs. Hambleton, Olivet Church, Phila. All 
officers were re-elected for the coming year. 
DEDICATION OF FIRST CHURCH, LOS 

ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


Palm Sunday, April 1, 1928, was a red- 
letter day for the First Church of Los 
Angeles. Their long cherished hopes for 
an adequate building were at last realized. 
This congregation has been struggling for 
many years to gain a foothold in the beau- 
tiful city of palms and flowers. About 8 
years ago it was gasping for breath. The 
late Rey. A. R. Von Grueningen heroically 
took charge of the work and under his 
patient and persistent leadership, the con- 
gregation grew slowly but surely. Several 
years ago a new site was purchased at a 
cost of $25,000 and the houses on said site 
earried the burden of debt until the con- 
gregation was ready to build. 

On Home Misson Day, 1924, the Church 
at large contributed over $13,000 to this 
work and subsequently the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society of General Synod con- 
tributed a Gift Church-building Fund of 
$5,000 and a special Thank-Offering Gift 
Fund of $7,250. East Pennsylvania Classis 
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W. M. S. made a special contribution of 
$1,188.50. With these gifts from the 
Chureh at large the local congregation was 
stimulated to such a degree that it plunged 
into and planned for a larger building and 
program than it could otherwise have un- 
dertaken. The larger program was no mis- 
take, for on the day of dedication there 
was great enthusiasm and inspiration be- 
cause every inch of space in the fine audi- 
torium was fully oceupied. There were at 
least 600 people present and fully 200 were 
turned away. The service of dedication 
was beautiful, dignified and very inspiring. 
The whole congregation entered into the 
spirit of it most heartily. Evidently the 
hymns were quite familiar to that audi- 
ence—‘The Churech’s One Foundation,’’ 
**O God, Our Help in Ages Past,’’ ‘‘ Jesus, 
i Live to Thee.’? 

At 9.45 A. M. the Parish House was 
dedicated. During this service, addresses 
were made by Joseph S. Wise, Superin- 
tendent of the Church-Building Depart- 
ment of the Board of Home Missions and 
Mrs. Irene Anewalt, President of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of General 
Synod. 


The Church proper was dedicated at 2.30 
P. M. and the addresses were made by Mrs. 
Anewalt, Mr. Wise and Dr. W. A. Pearce, 
Associate Secretary World’s Sunday 
School Association, and General Secretary 
Southern California Council of Religious 
Edueation. Superintendent Edward F. 
Evemeyer presided at both services and 
conducted the dedicatory rites. The Rev. 
Mr. Evemeyer has been supplying the con- 
gregation and serving as its leader since 
the death of its beloved pastor. 


The Parish House is well equipped for 
Sunday School purposes and for week-day 
religious instruction. The general assembly 
room is called ‘‘Zwingli Hall’’ and the 
basement, which is well out of the ground 
and well lighted, is equipped for the neces- 
sary social functions. In Zwingli Hall the 
pulpit is a gift of Elder and Mrs. Max 
Endres, Jr., formerly of First Church, 
Akron, Ohio. The secretary’s office was 
completely equipped by the Secretary of 
the Church School, Norman Sorrick, form- 
erly from Altoona, Pa. The furnishings 
of the kindergarten and assembly class 
rooms on the second floor, contributed by 
silent friends. The Young People’s room 
is beautifully furnished with wicker furni- 
ture, bronze finish and all of the windows 
throughout the Parish House are embellish- 
ed with attractive draperies. Next to the 
Young People’s room is a kitchenette, 
cream finished. Lavatories are on all floors. 
There is a Church parlor, headquarters for 
all of the activities of the women, beauti- 
fully furnished, fire-place at one end with 
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bookeases on either side. The -intermedi- 
ates and juniors have a fine assembly room 
with 6 classrooms surrounding it. There 
are other classrooms at convenient places. 
As you enter the Church proper, you are 
naturall impressed with the beauty of it. 
The nave is of clere story, gothic design, 
with antique ceiling and full chancel ap- 
pointments. The window above the altar 
represents the sermon on the mount and all 
the rest of the windows are of eathedral 
glass. The Reuter organ is the gift of 
Mr. and Mrs, L. E, Meyran, of Pittsburgh 
and Hollywood. In the rear of the nave is 
a bronze tablet acknowledging the gifts 
of individuals. The furnishings are of 
walnut. The altar brasses were presented 
by Elder and Mrs. Harvey E. Phillips, 
formerly of Reading, Pa., in memory of 
their parents. The lectern was contributed 
by Mrs. VonGrueningen, in memory of her 
late husband. Baptismal Font by Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Ehrle, deacon and formerly with 
the Central Publishing House of Cleveland, 
and given in memory of Mrs. Ehrle’s 
mother, late of Detroit, Michigan. Hymnal 
boards given by Mrs. Emma Klees, former- 
ly of Washington, D. C. Pulpit Bible by 
Deacon and Mrs. Sorrick, formerly of Al- 
toona. Lectern hymnal by Mrs. Irene But- 
terick, formerly of Allentown. Lectern 
Bible by Mrs. Emma Ruhr, formerly of 
Allentown, Pa. <A complete set of altar 
covers contributed by many friends. 


The pastor’s study on the right of the 
chancel was beautifully furnished by a 
silent friend and the choir vestry is on 
the left of the chancel. The Church office 
equipment was given by Dr. C. A. Lawffer, 
of Wilkinsburg, Pa. The windows were 
contributed by the following: Bethany 
Bible Class in memory of Rey. G. Von 
Grueningen; Mr. C. K. Weaver in memory 
of his father, W. S. Weaver, First Church, 
Easton, Pa.; W. M. S. and Sunday School 
of Sheboygan, Wisconsin; Schlatter Mis- 
sionary Society in memory of Miss Julia 
M. Pomp, Easton, Pa.; Mr. and Mrs. Grant 
Miller, Xenia, Ohio; William A. Ehrle, 
memory of parents; Mr. and Mrs. John 
Webers, deacon, Los Angeles; St. James 
Church, West Reading, Pa.; W. M. S. 
Zion’s Reformed Church, Allentown, Pa.; 
August Korf, for son, William Korf, For- 
reston, Ill.; Flora M. Kramm, parents, Los 
Angeles; A. N. Frantz, memory of Rey. D. 
N. Frantz, Dakota, IL; Friends, St. John’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa.; Mr. and Mrs. A. 8. 
Sellemeyer, Los Angeles. 

The entire equipment, including lot, cost 
about $85,000, and the congregation has in 
its membership former members of 70 con- 
gregations of the Reformed Church 
throughout the United States. 

—J. 8. W. 
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The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fourth Sunday after Easter, May 6, 1928. 
Greatness Through Service 
Mark 10:35-45. 

Golden Text: The Son of man also came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for many. 
Mark 10:45. 

Lesson Outline: 1. 
True’ Greatness. 

In this lesson we are journeying with 
Jesus on His way to Jerusalem. He is 
near the cross, but His disciples seem to 
be utterly blind both to the tragical fact 
and to its sublime spiritual meaning. The 
episode selected for our study touches the 
inmost essence of the Christian religion as 
a way of living. We see the false am- 
bitions of men and the new standard set 
up by Christ. Really to study this search- 
ing lesson means to appraise one’s own 
life by the ideals of Jesus and to judge 
our social conditions and customs in its 
white light. Thus we should find that, in 
ourselves and in our social and political 
order, the false ambitions of these blind 
followers of the Master still have a large 
place. It is far easier to study this lesson 
than to translate its sublime paradox into 
life and action. 

I, False Ambition. Jesus and His dis- 
ciples were near Jericho. Within a few 
days they would enter Jerusalem. And the 
impending tragedy filled the soul of the 
Master with a lofty devotion that shone 
throught the veil of His flesh, but His com- 
panions were filled with wonder and fear. 
When they realized clearly that Jesus fully 
intended to return to the hostile capital, 
the citadel of His deadly enemies, ‘‘ they 
were amazed, and they that followed were 
afraid.’? The shadow of the cross en- 
veloped Jesus with a transfiguring radi- 
ance, but it filled the disciples with gloomy 
forebodings of disaster and death. They 
could find no place for a eross in the 
career of a Messiah. 

It seems almost incredible that the 
Twelve should have remained so dull in 
their understanding of Jesus’ ministry, in 
spite of His life and teaching (Mark 8: 
31; 9:31). But Luke tells us expressly that 
‘<they understood none of these things’’ 
(18:34). However, instead of marveling 
at the unresponsive dullness of these early 
disciples, let us rather search our own 
hearts. Is our spiritual vision keener and 
deeper than theirs? What is the meaning 
of the cross in the life of Jesus? He calls 
it a mystery and we make it the subject 
of bitter theological debate and ecclesias- 
tical strife. We pervert into a theological 
eonundrum that which God has openly and 
clearly revealed to us in the life and death 
of our Lord as the way of salvation from 
sin and as the sure and only path into His 
kingdom. We shall enter deeply into the 
mystery of Christ’s redemptive life and 
atoning death when it inspires us to that 
service and sacrifice which is the way to 
the fullest, richest, and noblest life. The 
condition of discipleship is not understand- 
ing the cross theologically, but taking up 
the cross and following Jesus. 

Thus, at the very moment when the 
Master’s heart was heavy with forebodings 
of sorrow and suffering, His most intimate 
friends reveled in anticipations of joy and 
victory. They expected Jesus to set up 
His Messianic kingdom and bestow high 
honors and rich rewards upon His follow- 
ers. It was natural, perhaps, that James 
and John should covet for themselves the 
most prominent places in this kingdom. 


False Ambition. 2. 


‘istry and message. 


With Peter, they had enjoyed the marks 
of special confidence from Jesus. More- 
over, they were His cousins, and their 
mother, Salome, intereeded for them 
(Matthew 20:20-23). So they voiced their 
ambition. ‘Grant unto us that we may 
sit, one on Thy right hand, and one on Thy 
left hand, in Thy glory.’’ 

Let us not be too swift in condemning 
these ardent sons of Zebedee for their 
vaulting ambition. Jesus Himself sought 
to correct them, but He did not rebuke 
them. After all, the Messianic kingdom 
represented the noblest spiritual ideal of 
those times, and it was altogether credit- 
able to the disciples that they sought high 
places for themselves within its pale. Con- 
trasted with worldly ambitions and de- 
sires, theirs was a noble ideal. Men mani- 
fest a burning ambition in the pursuit of 
the treasures and pleasures of this world, 
but they are easily satisfied with their 
spiritual and moral achievement. God 
wants us to covet the high places in His 
kingdom. Like Paul, we should learn to 
be content with the outward circumstances 
of life, and strive, mightily, for the riches 
of Christ-like character (Philippians 3:12- 
14). 

It is suggestive, also, to note the 
mother’s part in fostering the ambition of 
her sons. Every mother is ambitious for 
her children. She covets high places for 
them in their career, She moulds the ideals 
which inspire them through life. And in 
this present age, with all its materialistic 
pomp and power, it is of profound import- 
ance that mothers should inspire noble 
ideals and get worthy ambitions in their 
children. The atmosphere of the home has 
more to do with the character of boys and 
girls than the training in schools and the 
teaching in Churches. We shall have more 
Boanerges in the Church when we get more 
Salomes in the home. 

Jesus did not openly rebuke His dis- 
ciples, but He replied, ‘‘Ye know not what 
ye ask.’’? He had, indeed, promised them 
thrones and crowns, power ‘and glory in the 
kingdom of God. But they had utterly mis- 
understood His life and teaching. They 
were dreaming of earthly rewards and 
riches, while Jesus was thinking and speak- 
ing of spiritual treasures. Contrasted wita 
the ideals of the Master, their ambitions 
and desires were false. They coveted the 
very things which the Gentiles sought. 
They wanted crowns, but they were un- 
willing to bear the cross. 

Il. True Greatness. It requires but lit- 
tle imagination to picture the effect of this 
pathetic episode upon the mind and heart 
of Jesus. It must have saddened and 
grieved. Him profoundly to realize how 
utterly they failed to understand His min- 
And the indignation of 
the ten proved that they were no better 
than the sons of Zebedee. They quite 
shared their selfish and worldly ambition. 
So, once again—it was not the first time. 
nor the last—He called these blind and 
jealous men unto Him to teach them the 
secret of true greatness in God’s kingdom, 

He said, ‘‘Ye know that they who are 
accounted to rule over the Gentiles lord it 
over them; and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. But it is not so 
among you: but whosoever would become 
great among you, shall be your minister; 
and whosoever would be first among you, 
shall be servant of all. For the Son of 
man also came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.’’ 

These are great words of divine wisdom. 
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Jesus here sets up a new standard of life 
and a new ideal of greatness. He pro- 
claims the paradox of the kingdom of God. 
Its masters are ministers. Its lords are 
meek and lowly. They live by giving. 
They rise and rule by serving. That had 
been the constant message of Jesus which 
His selfish disciples had failed so utterly 
to apprehend. And, in His life and death, 
the Master has given us a perfect illustra- 
tion of this kind of greatness, wherefore 
God and man have exalted His name above 
every other. Even mankind is doing that. 
True, Christ’s standard of greatness is 
still far from universal acceptance today. 
The masses of men, in the Church and out 
of it, are still seeking the kind of great- 
ness coveted by the disciples and repudi- 
ated by Jesus. But, dimly, at least, the 
modern world is beginning to understand 
that its truly great men are not those who 
sit on the thrones of wealth and power; 
not those who have most, know most, or 
sueceed best, but those who serve most and 
best. Vaguely we are beginning to rea- 
lize that most of our misery is caused by 
the selfish ambitions and desires of men 
and nations. There is only one way that 
leads into the land of our golden dreams 
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COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of -Trustees are 


elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and ‘Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Candidates for matriculation in Sep- 
tember, 1928, should send Ten Dollars 
on account at once in order to secure 
places in the institution. Enrollment 
limited to 300 men and 200 women. 

For catalogue, application blank, and 
other information, address 


Franklin Irvin Sheeder, Jr., 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book ot views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, ILD, President 


of a better world, and that is the way of 
life marked by Jesus. His paradox is the 
solution of our problems. 

‘*Are ye able to, drink the cup that I 
drink? or to be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?’’ And they said 
unto Him, ‘‘We are able.’’ And Jesus 
said unto them, ‘‘the cup that I drink 
ye shall drink; and with the baptism that 
I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 
But to sit on My right hand or on My left 
hand is not Mine to give; but it is for them 
for whom it hath been prepared.’’ 

That question comes to all who would 
find and master the secret of true great- 
ness. The cup and the baptism are figures 
of speech. They denote the cost of great- 
ness. They signify the price men must 
pay for crowns and thrones. All crowns 
of achievement must be earned and aec- 
quired by men. Men who rise to high 
positions and great distinctions have won 
their places by self-denial and hard work. 
The same principle holds in the sphere of 
spiritual life. The thrones in God’s king- 
dom are for those who follow in Jesus’ 
train. To share His crown we must bear 
His cross. The high places in His king- 
dom are not arbitrarily bestowed upon the 
elect, heaven’s favorites, but are open to 
all who are able to drink the cup of 
Christ’s sacrificial service, even unto the 
uttermost. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


May 6th. How to Choose a Life-Work. 
Eeeles. 9:10; I Thess. 4:9-12. 

The choice of a life-work is a matter of 
supreme importance. Upon it depends al- 
most every other issue in life. It deter- 
mines where we are to live, the way we 
are to live, the friendships we are to form, 
the influence we are to wield. It vitally 
affects our families, our children, our 
friends as well as the circumstances and 
comforts of our own lives. There are many 
folks who miss their calling in life. Happy 
is the man or woman who finds it. Some- 
times we just drift into our life’s work. 
We scarcely give it any thought whatso- 
ever. We have no idea what it involves 
nor where it leads, but we simply fall into 
it, as it were. But in nothing should an 
intelligent choice play a more active and 
vital part. Our weal or woe is determined 
by it. Our success or failure in life hinges 
upon it. Next to choosing a life partner, 
it is important to make the right choice 
of a life-work. What factors should enter 
into choosing one’s life-work? 

First—study yourself, There are diversi- 
ties of gifts and differences of talents. If 
every soul is a distinct thought of God 
then God has a specific work for each one 
of us to do for which we are peculiarly 
and divinely qualified. It is necessary, 
therefore, that we should know ourselves 
in order that we may clearly discern our 
qualifications for the specific task which 
is waiting for us. One’s temperament, 
one’s mental and physical make-up must 
enter in to determine the question. There 
are some men who have a strong mechani- 
cal or mathematical bent of mind. They 
should choose a work such as engineering 
or construction or the management of a 
great industrial enterprise or something 
where their peculiar qualities of mind 
would find the fullest and freest expression. 
Then there are others who have a literary 
mind with strong imagination and idealis- 
tie qualities who take more readily to the 
study of history and literature and art. 
These should select some other vocation 
in life. They should go into teaching, or 
the ministry, or some vocation in which 
they could exercise these qualities of mind 
and heart to the fullest extent. It would, 
therefore, be folly to rush into a life-work 
for which one would be wholly unqualified 
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mentally or physically. He would have to 
row against the current all of his life, 
whereas if he chooses that for which he is 
qualified he will be carried along by the 
stream and will find it much easier to 
reach the high tides of life, than he other- 
wise would. Of course, one must expect 
difficulties and one must work his way 
through life. Nevertheless one attains 
higher degrees of success if he follows the 
impulses of his life which seem to register 
in the very corpuscles of his blood than 
if he will have to go counter to the forces 
that surge in his very being. ; 

Second—study the needs and opportuni- 
ties of the world. It is important that one 
should fix in his mind the right purpose 
of life. What are we here for? What is 
the end and motive of our existence? Why 
do we want to engage in any life-work? 
These are fundamental questions. Let us 
immediately understand that. the purpose 
of life is service and not self. If anyone 
chooses a life-work for the purpose of self- 
enrichment, selfish interests, he misses his 
calling no matter what he chooses. <A per- 
son must enter a life-work in order that he 
may make the highest contribution to the 
Kingdom of God and the welfare of hu- 
manity. His life-work must be a channel 
through which he as an instrument can 
work for God and others. No one has any 
right to choose a life-work simply to make 
money. Money is a means to an end, but 
not the end itself. The enrichment of self 


is for the purpose of rendering a richer ~— 


and fuller service to others, 
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Now, in selecting a life-work one ought 
always to choose that which affords him 
the greatest opportunities for service. Let 
us, however, remember that all legitimate 
vocations and occupations are good. One 
does not need to be a minister or a mis- 
sionary to be a servant of God. One can 
serve God in any other vocation if it is an 
honorable calling. It is evident that not 
all people can choose the same work, There 
are many tasks to be done. There must 
be hewers of wood and drawers of water. 
There must be those who gather the wood 
and others who kindle it, but all to make 
a feast for the King of Heaven. We should 
study the needs of the world and see 
where we can render the highest service. 
While we must live and the laborer is 
worthy of his hire, nevertheless, the first 
question should not be—what is the sal- 
ary?—but—what is the need and the op- 
portunity for service? We can almost be 
sure that our temporal needs will be sup- 
plied if we meet the needs of the world 
by unselfish and consecrated service for 
others. 

Third—study the will of God. No one 
should choose a life-work without trying to 
ascertain the will of God in one’s life. This 
is found out through prayer, through obedi- 
ence and an abandonment to God’s way 
and will. If a man is true to himself, 
honest with his own purposes and plans, 
he is nearly always guided properly by 
God. God works through man’s instincts, 
through the promptings of his soul and the 
urge of his whole inner life. But a man 
has to be honest with God and with him- 
self. God does not speak out of the skies 
and tell people what He wants them to do. 
He does not write on the wall indicating 
the life-work which He wishes one to un- 
dertake, but He writes it in our own in- 
stincts and inclinations, in the corpuscles 
of our blood, in the temper and tempera- 
ment of our whole lives. If we regard 
ourselves as partners of God, as those who 
have a share in His work in the world, 
then we will be willing to be controlled 
and guided by the promptings of God with- 
in our own souls. 

Sometimes God speaks to us through our 
parents. If our parents are truly Chris- 
tian and are concerned that their children 
shall co-operate with God in the world, 
they will give proper counsel and advice 
to their children. Parents usually have 
high ideals for their children and they 
want their children to have a life-work 
through which they will count for some- 
thing and through which they will make 
the greatest possible contribution to the 
world. ; 

Sometimes God speaks through our 
friends. Many a young man or woman 
chooses a life-work because some friend or 
companion of their’s has spoken a good 
word or is engaged in a similar occupation. 
How important, therefore, that we should 
associate with friends who have the high- 
est possible ideals and who are engaged 
in worth while tasks. 


When a person chooses a life-work let 
him throw the fullness and the richness of 
his personality into it. Let him never be 
dissatisfied and do slip-shod work. Make 
it a choice work for life. Bring joy and 
gladness, buoyancy and spirit into it. Lift 
it above the lowlands of drudgery and 
learn to sing at your work. Make it 
worth while and show the world that 
through it you can advance the life of the 
world and promote the glory of God. 


SCHOOL BAGS FOR MEXICO 


(Continued from Page 2) 
This is real education. It opens the pages 
of geography in a new way. | 
The project is being well received. Over 
6,000 bags have already been sent out and 


new orders are coming in every day. Or- 
ganization of groups is under way in many 
places, especially under auspices of 
Churehes and Church federations, schools, 
and women’s societies. At Worcester, 
Mass., after a month’s educational program 
on Mexico the project has been taken up 
with enthusiasm. Nebraska announces a 
goal of two bags from every children’s 
group in the State. The Ohio State Fed- 
eration of Churches is especially active. 
Indiana also is hard at work. Rochester, 
N. Y., aims for 1,000 bags. St. Louis, 
Portland, Me., Buffalo, Chicago, are rapidly 
developing the project. California is start- 
ing and the South is participating. 

The educational value of the project is 
recognized. Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
afford an excellent field for the promotion 
of ideals of world peace and goodwill. The 
Methodist ‘‘Elementary Magazine’’ car- 
ries descriptive material on this project in 
its June number. Stories, talks, pictures, 
and essay contests on Mexico all help. In 
the ‘‘send-off’’, or farewell, ceremonies 
for the bags, groups may vie in interpre- 
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tive and unique programs. Educational 
leaders approve the movement, U.S. Com- 
missioner of Education John J. Tigert, 
President Augustus O. Thomas, of the 
World Federation of Educational Associa- 
tions, many State Commissioners of Educa- 
tion, the Mexican Department of Educa- 
tion, heartily endorse the plan. 


If every primary school in Mexico is to 
have a share in the joy of this friendship 
plan it is necessary that many more groups 
be organized and the project vigorously 
promoted. The last bag should be in 
Mexico City by the end of August. Every 
bag sent means one more happy child. 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


Sunday, June 10, 1928 


PLATFORM MATERIAL 


“CHILDREN’S DAY TREASURY No. 


(1928) 


This is a splendid collection of poems and 
concert matter for Children’s Day. This book- 
let contains recitations, exercises, acrostics, 
motion exercises, dialogues, tableaux, panto- 
mimes, drills, and decorating suggestions for 
Primaries, Juniors, and Seniors. If three cop- 
ies are purchased, two may be cut and one 
preserved uncut. Price, 25c. 


“CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER No. 14” (1928) 

It contains program material for children. 
Recitations, exercises, songs, drills, ete. Price, 
25¢e the copy. 
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THE PARAMOUNT CHILDREN’S DAY 
BOOK No. 3 (1928) 


A new, original, and unique collection of 
Children’s Day material that is sure to please. 
For both young and old. Recitations and ex- 
ercises for tots and teens. Song Stories, Pan- 
tomimes, Dialogues, Drills, Bible Stories, Play- 
lets and Songs—nothing has been overlooked. 
Price, 25c. 


“CHILDREN’S DAY SPECIALS No, 4” (1928) 


Contains dialogues and other material for 
young people. Price, 25¢ the copy. 


PAGEANTS 


“PAGEANTS OF PURPOSE” 


Contains three (3) complete pageants with incidental music. 
Price, 25¢ the copy. 


character, and the other general. 


Two of them Missionary in 


“THE SPIRIT OF CHILDREN’S DAY” 


A very interesting pageant for the Sunday School. 


by Geo. F. Rosche. 


Libretto by Lizzie DeArmond. Music 


This pageant portrays the joy of youth, the joy of living, and above all 


the joy of righteous living. The pageant is constructed with a view to employing practically an 


entire Sunday School of from 100 to 125 members and upwards. 
by the Pageant Choir, which may be robed or not, as may be desired. 


The songs are sung mostly 
The music is sung from 


the printed book, which will very materially reduce the labor of preparation of this pageant. 


Price, 35c each; 12 or more, 30c each. 


“LIFE’S \TESSAGE TO YOUTH” 


Pageant by Edith Tillotson. 
for 25 or more copies. Single Copy, 40c. 


Will appeal largely to teen age boys and girls. 


25¢ per copy 


“THE LIGHTED TORCH” 


Pageant by Viers Robertson. 
copies. Single copy, 40c. 


Musi¢ by Broughton Edwards. 


25¢e per copy for 25 or more 


“CROWN JEWELS” P 
A very attractive pageant by Valeria R. Lehman, with music by I. H. Meredith. Fine musi- 


eal numbers. 


25¢ per copy for 25 or more copies, 


Single copy, 40c. 


JUNIOR PAGEANTS (for Special-Day Occasions) 


By Ada Rose Demerest (1928, Stand.). The special-day program for the Junior age is solved 
through the use of simple dramatizations which are provided in this new volume. This book 
makes available fourteen dramatic progranis, suitable for Sunday Schools, Week-day Church 
Schools, Vacation Church Schools, Junior Churches, and Junior Missionary groups. Almost 
every special occasion of the Church year is covered in its scope, including Mother’s Day and 
Children’s Day. The dramatizations are reverent and contain a maximum of Bible material. 
These programs are home-made, rather than products of the factory Each is well conceived 


and charmingly written. 96 pages. Cloth. 


“LOVE GIFTS” 


A pageant for Children’s Day. The cast in- 
cludes a girl of about 12 years to represent 
Spirit of Love, with groups of children to 
represent Birds, Flowers, Grasses, Clouds, 
Wind, Stars, Rain, Sunshine, Trees. Costumes 
easily made of crepe paper. Speaking parts 
easily memorized and songs easily sung. Price, 
10c each; $1.00 dozen. 


“MARCHING WITH THE HEROES” 

The stirring hymn, a favorite among young 
people, by William George Tarrant, arranged 
for enacted presentation by Lyman R. Bayard. 

Through the aid of Imagination a group of 
Juniors who have been studying the heroes 


Price, $1.00. 


in Hebrew II, see face-to-face their heroes from 
both Biblical and later times, and learn how 
to keep step with them in more ways than one, 
Taking part in this unusual hymn arrange- 
ment will be a most valuable character-build- 
ing experience for your Juniors. Price, 25¢ 
per copy; 15 or more copies, 20c per copy. 


“OUT OF THE BIBLE”—A Pageant 


The children will love to impersonate the 
Bible boys and girls, wear the Oriental rai- 
ment, tell the Bible stories in Bible words, and 
come “Out of the Bible’ on Children’s Day. 
Hear David with his harp and Miriam singing 
to the baby! Price, 35c; 8 or more copies, 30¢ 
each, 
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MRS. JOHN C. BOWMAN 


Mrs. Amelia Davis Bowman, wife of the 
Rev. John C. Bowman, D. D., president 
emeritus of the Theological Seminary of 
the Reformed Church, Laneaster, Pa., died 
March 25, 1928, at the home of her son, F. 
Davis Bowman, ‘‘ Hillerest,’? Brandywine 
Manor, Chester County, Pa. Mrs. Bow- 
man had been ill for several weeks and 
died as a result af uremic poisoning, in 
the 72nd year of her age. 

Mrs. Bowman was born in Boonsboro, 
Md., the daughter of Elias and Margaret 
Davis, and was a sister of the late Rev. P. 
Seibert Davis, D. D., former editor of 
‘¢The Reformed Church Messenger.’’ She 
was married June 8, 1878, to the Rev. Dh. 
John C. Bowman, and filled the place of 
pastor’s wife in Shepherdstown, Va., and 
Hanover, Pa., with grace and distinction. 


When Dr. Bowman was called to be pro- 
fessor of New Testament exegesis in the 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., and began his great 
task of erecting the buildings, which are a 
monument to his energy and ability, Mrs. 
Bowman was of great help in keeping the 
records of subscriptions and receipts, and 
aeting as secretary to Dr. Bowman, so that 
much eredit for the erection of these build- 
ings belongs to her. 

Mrs. Bowman was one of the charter 
members of St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, 
Pa., organized in October, 1906, and a let- 
ter from the first pastor of this congrega- 
tion, the Rey. Dr. Charles BH. Roth, refer- 
ring to this relation, says: ‘‘St. Peter’s 
Chureh is a memorial of Mrs. Bowman’s 
helpful devotion.’’ Interested in all of its 
work, she was particularly devoted to the 
Ladies’ Guild, of which she was an officer 
for a number of years. 

Two years ago, Dr. and Mrs. Bowman 
moved from Lancaster, where they had 
lived for 35 years, to Douglaston, Long 
Island, where they made their home with 
their daughter, Mrs. Hugh McClellan. 
Several weeks before her death, Mrs. Bow- 
man came to visit her son, where she 
suffered her fatal illness. Her husband 
and daughter Margaret were with her dur- 
ing the time of her fatal attack and until 
the end. 

The funeral service was held at the home 
of her son, Davis, Monday, March 26, at 
3 P. M., and was participated in by the 
Rey. Mr. Kurtz, pastor of the Honeybrook 
Presbyterian Church, who read the Serip- 
tures, the Rev. George W. Richards, D. D., 
president of the Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pa., who offered prayer; the 
Rey. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D., presi- 
dent of the General Synod, who read the 
hymn, ‘‘Jesus, I Live to Thee,’’ and the 
Rev. Robert J. Pilgram, secretary of 
Franklin & Marshall College, Mrs. Bow- 
man’s former pastor, who made the ad- 
dress on the text, John 14:2. 


The service was attended by relatives 
from Philadelphia and Reading, Pa., and 
Westville, N. J., and friends from Lancas- 
ter and other places. Dr. Charles E. 
Schaeffer, secretary of the Home Mission 
Board, representing the class of 1892 of 
the Theological Seminary, which was the 
first class graduated after Dr. Bowman 
came there, and which had made him an 
honorary member, Dr. W. Stuart Cramer, 
ancaster, Pa., the Rev. Dr. 8S. R. Briden- 
baugh, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Bridenbaugh, 
and Mrs. Bolton, of Reading, were present. 


After the services in the home, the 
funeral party went by train to Boonsboro, 
Md., where on Tuesday, March 27, at 10 
A, M., the service of interment was held 
py the Rey. L. F. Zinkhan, assisted by the 
Rev. I, W. Hendricks, D. D., of Chambers- 
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NEW BOOKS 


PREACHING VALUES IN NEW TRANSLA- 
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
By Halford E, Luccock 


This volume contains the “high spots” of 
the three leading modern translations of the 
New Testament, those by Moffatt, Weymouth 
and Goodspeed, It presents more than one 
hundred and fifty of the most striking and 
arresting texts of these versions of the New 
Testament in modern, every-day speech, texts 
which bring new ideas and fresh insights not 
found in the more familiar words of the King 
James and Revised Versions. With each text 
there are a few paragraphs of brief, pointed, 
incisive comment, showing how these new and 
vivid renderings of the words of the New Tes- 
tament may be put to the service of winning 
an eager hearing for New Testament truth. 
Original, fertile in invention, stimulating to 
the imagination, these chapters will provide 
suggestive starting points for fresh thinking. 
Size, er. Svo (5%x734 inches) Binding, cloth. 
Pages, about 844 Price, net, $2.00 


REVALUING SCRIPTURE 
(Macmillan) 


By Frank Eakin 


(Author of “Getting Acquainted with the New 
Testament.’’) 


The religious situation in America today is 
admittedly acute, due largely to the impact of 
a new scientific outlook on prescientific and 
no longer tenable ideas which have been 
closely associated with religion and are still 
thought by many to be inseparable from it. 

These ideas, almost without exception, are 
found or are supposed to be found in our 
Bible, so that it would scarcely be an exagger- 
ation to say that these Jewish-Christian Scrip- 
tures which we have inherited are the crux 
of the whole situation. 

There is no reason to believe that the points 
of similarity and contrast brought out by 
comparisons of the Jewish-Christian Bible 
with other great Bibles like the Brahmanic, 


CHRIST AT THE ROUND TABLE 


Following Dr. Jones’ amazingly popular 
book, “THE CHRIST OF THE INDIAN 
ROAD,” comes this illuminating and impres- 
sive volume dealing with the appeal of Chris- 
tianity to the peoples of India through con- 
ferences with representatives of “the most re- 
ligiously inelined race of the world,” and 
shows how India through its non-Christian 
leadership turns to the Light of the World. 


“Characterized by a erystalline sincerity and 
simplicity. On almost every page one feels 
that he sees a revelation of the author’s own 
best insight and most vital experience.’’—Re- 
ligious Book Club Bulletin. 

“Spiritual vigor is the prime quality of Stan- 
ley Jones. In an age which is doubting, ques- 
tioning, critical and uncertain, he is well de- 
fined, clear, strong. He knows what he has 
believed. He is quite willing to submit his 
faith and evidence on which it rests—chiefly 
experience—to every test that the non-Chris- 
tian world ean apply.’—The Christian Advo- 
cate. 

Price, net, $1.50, postpaid 


DOES CIVILIZATION NEED RELIGION? 


By Reinhold Niebuhr 


A Study in the Social Resources and Limi- 
tations of Religion in Modern Life. Cloth. 
12mo. Price, $2.00. 


(See Review by Dr. J. A. Maccallum, page 11, 
of “Messenger,”’ April 19.) 
BELIEFS THAT MATTER 


By William Adams Brown, Ph.D., D.D. . 


Author of “Life of Prayer in a World of Sei- 
ence, Christian ‘Theology in Outline,” ete. 


About 370 pages. 12mo. Price, $2.75. 

In words as plain as he can make them the 
author gives an interpretation for men and 
women of today of WHAT TO BELIEVE. 

About Oneself: 
The World We live In 


the Zoroastrian, the Buddhist, the Confucian, Jesus i 
and the Mohammedan Scriptures will not be The Cross 
invaluable assistance in the task thrust upon God 
this generation of revising its opinions in re- The Bible 
gard to the nature and value of its own Bible. The Sacrament 
Price, $2.25 Immortality 
_ a —— : f 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


SCHAFF BUILDING, 1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
—_— 


burg, Pa., and the Rev. Conrad Clever, D. 
D., Hagerstown, Md. Friends also were 
present from Boonsboro, Hagerstown, Thur- 
mont, Baltimore, Md., Waynesboro, Pa., 
and Shephardstown, W. Va. 

Mrs. Bowman is survived by her hus- 
band, the Rev. Dr. John C. Bowman; two 
sons, David and Boone; and a daughter, 
Margaret B. McClellan. A second daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth the widow of C. Edgar 
Titzel, died about a year ago. —R. J. P. 


CHARLES K. ROBERTS 


Charles K. Roberts, unmarried son of 
Mrs. Fannie K. Roberts, of Baltimore, Md., 
died suddenly March 11, from pneumonia. 
He was living with his mother, and as a 
dutiful son gave the best of care possible 
to his business, his home and his Church. 
He was born in Martinsburg, W. Va., Sept. 
4, 1874. With his parents and brother, he 
came to Baltimore at the age of ten. His 
father was killed at Cumberland by a rail- 
road accident, while doing service as an 
engineer of the B. & O. Railway, a number 
of years ago. Since the death of his 
father, it fell to the lot of Charles to take 
charge of the home and eare for his 
mother. In this duty he greatly excelled. 
He united his home close up to the sanc- 
tuary and to his pastor, believing that 
God would care for his mother as he de- 
votedly shared a filial service. 


For a number of years he was messenger 
to the Merchants’ National Bank of Bal- 
timore City. Later he was made the See- 
retary-Treasurer of the Wholesale Fruit 
and Produce Receivers and Jobbers Asso- 
ciation. In this organization he proved 
his zealous, reliable and faithful character, 


While in devoted service he contracted a 
cold, taking the pneumonia germ which 
proved fatal. 

He was a devoted member of Third Re- 
formed Church and an humble disciple of 7 
his Lord. The funeral services were held 
from the home of his mother, 2738 Riggs 
Ave., on March 14, his pastor, the Rev. 

James Riley Bergey, conducting the ser- 
vices, Every one who knew Charles loved P 


him. Modest, unassuming, yet faithful and cz. 
devoted were the marked characteristi¢s of _ 

his life with us. His pastor spoke comfort- q 
ing words from the Scripture, ‘‘Thy son 


liveth.’? Burial was made in Greenmount L 
Cemetery on the family plot. —J. B. R. f 


MRS. CHARLES W. HOFF 


Mrs. Charles W. Hoff, (nee Wilhelmina 
Koch), passed away peacefully Monday, 
March 12th, at Narberth, Pa., at the age 
of 81 years, 4 months and 12 days. She 
was the mother of Mrs. Harry Heinig, 
Narberth, and of Mrs. Ewald Sommerlatte, 
of Alliance, Ohio. She was born at Hes- — 
sen, Germany, and came to America when ~ 
she was four years old. ne 

Services were held at Narberth, led by 
Rev. Purd E. Dietz, pastor of Trinity — 
Church, Philadelphia. Interment at Terre — 
Haute, Indiana, March 15th, after public 
services were held at Zion Church, Terre — 
Haute, led by Rev. ©. E. Kiewit. The hus- — 
band, GC. W. Hoff, two daughters and two 
grandchildren, survive. Mrs. H. ©. Nott, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., is a counsin of the 
ceased. Her life was one of devotion 
her Lord, a consistent Christian life, qu 
yet with great influence. ‘‘The mem 
of the just is blessed.’’ s 


‘a 


